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FOR LISTING UNDER THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

R.1 INTRODUCTION1

The Proposed Action considered in this
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement
(PEIS) is the amendment of existing land use
management plans to designate federal energy
corridors in 11 western states. As discussed in
Section 3.8.2.4 of the PEIS, designation of these
Section 368 energy corridors is expected to have
no direct effect on ecological resources.
However, species that are listed as threatened or
endangered, species that are proposed for listing,
or that are candidates for listing under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) could be
affected by development and operation of
energy transport projects within designated
corridors or ROWs.

R.2 POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF ENERGY
CORRIDOR CONSTRUCTION AND
OPERATION ON THREATENED AND
ENDANGERED SPECIES

In the project area (defined here as the
counties crossed by designated corridors), there
are 154 plant and 175 animal species that are
federally listed as threatened or endangered,
proposed for listing, or candidates for listing
under the ESA (Table R). Included in the total
number are 19 species of mollusks, 22 species of
arthropods, 65 species of fishes, 11 species of
amphibians, 6 species of reptiles, 22 species of
birds, and 30 species of mammals. California
has the largest number of listed species (142),
whereas Montana and Wyoming have the fewest

1" Shaded text indicates portions of the document
that underwent revision between the draft and the
final PEIS in response to comments received
during the public comment period as well as
additional information provided by local federal
land managers and resource specialists.

(6 and 8, respectively). Critical habitat has been
designated for 108 of these species in the project
area, and recovery plans have been developed
for 226 of the species.

The PEIS provides a general evaluation of
the impacts of project development (following
corridor designation) on federally listed species.
The information in this appendix provides
supporting information for these evaluations.
For each of the species in the project area, the
following information is presented in Table R:

» Habitat typically used by the species,

* Area of designated corridors in counties
in which the species is known to occur,
and

» Area of the species’ critical habitat
crossed by designated corridors.

The potential for impacts on threatened and
endangered species of construction and
operation of energy transport systems within
corridors are related to the amount of land
disturbance, the duration and timing of
construction periods, and the habitats crossed by
the corridors. The magnitude of indirect effects,
such as impacts resulting from erosion of
disturbed land surfaces and disturbance and
harassment of animal species, also are
considered to be proportional to the amount of
land disturbance. Impacts resulting from
operations include the amount of land dedicated
to operating facilities, noise from facilities,
spread of invasive species, and increased human
access. These impacts are summarized in
Table 3.8-10 and discussed in Section 3.8.4.1.

Because detailed information will not be
available until specific projects are proposed, the
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evaluation presented here does not satisfy the
ESA consultation requirements for project
development. Impacts of project construction
and operation would be considered in project-
specific National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) evaluations and ESA consultations prior
to the start of any construction activities. Those
evaluations would take into consideration the
specific design alternatives being considered,
construction, and the exact locations of project
facilities.

November 2008

A number of general mitigation measures
related to threatened and endangered species
protection are identified in Section 3.8.4.2. With
these mitigation measures in place, many
impacts to threatened and endangered can be
avoided or minimized.  Project-specific
mitigation would be developed in consultation
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as part
of ESA consultations.
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