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DR PELL: That'sgreat, and | amnot going to
go read this word, 1'11 spell it out because reading it nay
be too provocative, S-WA-T Subregi onal Pl anni ng G oup.

Can you pl ease tell us what that is? AZ04

MR RCBERT KONDZI LKA Yes. (ood afternoon,
pl eased to be here. M nane is Robert Kondziolka. That is
spel | ed K-0-N-D-Z-I-0-L-K-A. | hope that doesn't count
against ny five mnutes. 1I'm here representing the Salt
River Project, which is a water and power utility here in
the Phoenix Valley. 1I'm also representing the Sout hwest
Area Transmssion QGoup. It is a subregional planning
group for transmssion. It covers the states of Arizona,
New Mexi co, west Texas, sout hern Nevada, and | nperi al
Valley of California. As the previous speakers, | would
like tolimt ny comments this afternoon to a few key hi gh
little points and then plan to submt nore detail ed
comrents by the end of the nonth. And eight points 1'd
| i ke to cover in ny five mnutes.

The first is to the issue of planning. In the
regional, which is the western area connection basis and
t he subregi onal area, planning activity is very active. W
have mul tipl e groups focused and identifying the nost
viabl e projects that are out there. An inportant el enent
tonote is alternatives are studied in this planning

process phase and these are studi ed before projects are
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pr oposed.

So we encourage the DCE and BLMto work with
t he subregi onal pl anning groups and the Wstern H ectricity
Coordinating Gouncil inits effort in identifying projects.
WECC has a pl anni ng process, WECC has a regi onal pl anni ng
process that provides notice and invites other parties to
consolidate their needs into a singular or fewer projects.
This is an effort to mnimze inpact and to naxi mze the
val ue of new transmssion projects that are proposed. This
process al so includes due process.

Jointly owned transmssion. A significant
amount of transmssionin the west is jointly owned. This
I's done to reduce the risk of the project and to
consol i date those needs. Mst of these projects that have
been announced, these naj or projects you have heard
recently, will be jointly owed. V¢ believe the DCE and
BLM shoul d provi de consideration to those projects that are
jointly sponsored and owned as denonstration of need,
alternative evaluation, and the mni mzation of inpacts.

We've heard a little bit about reliability so
far this afternoon. W recomrend that DCE eval uate and
consi der the bal ance between the public desire to
consolidate facilities into coormon corridors agai nst the
risk of placing too nany facilities in that sane conmmon

corridor. | do plan to submt a report on the eval uation
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of electric transmssion and pipelines fairly detailed to
hel p eval uate what that separation di stance mght be to
address reliability and safety issues.

When evaluating facilities in a common
corridor, we believe that it is inportant that we not take
a l ook at just what has been used in the past as typical
separation di stances, but we take a | ook at what the | oss
of multiple facilities in a common corridor mght be and
what the inpact of that |oss and its consequences are.
| ' ve al ready addressed separation of facilities and comon
corridors. V& wll address that in nore detail in our
conment s.

A obal need identified by SWAT. SWAT has been
and is evaluating | ong-termneeds in the sout hwest, and not
just what is needed in the next five to ten years. VWé
encourage the DCE and BLMto have a | ong-ter mperspective
In the evaluation of this process and to consider future
needs. The SWAT studi es have identified the need for
additional transmssion, | don't think that cones as a
surprise. And our concernis if actionis not taken during
this process, the corridors needed to build that future
transm ssi on nay not be avail able when it comes tine to
develop it.

Exi sting corridors. | heard sone previous

comments here so | won't bel abor the point, but we do
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encourage the poE and BLMto ook at trying to i nprove as
many of the existing linear features that are on the
federal |ands as possi ble for considerati on as energy
corridors.

And then lastly, I'vegot kind of a cunul ative
thing here, this says connect action, cunul ative i npact,
em ssions, and EMF. V¢ do request that DOE and BLM addr ess
t hese as gl obal issues and not to | eave themneedl essly
studi ed on each and every project as specific EA and BH S
I ssues. The western interconnectionis one |arge
electrical grid and every project is tied to it and
coor di nat es t oget her

V¢ recogni ze the need for cultural and
bi ol ogi cal resources that are likely to be focussed on
I ndi vi dual projects during an application. However, we do
request that class three cultural resource surveys not be
required during the permtting stage of a project. V¢
recommend that class three cultural resource surveys not be
required until the tine period prior to construction for
any type of earth-disturbing activities.

| thank you for your timne, |ook-forward to
future participation, and this concludes ny renarKks.

DR. PELL: Thank you ever so nuch, 1 appreciate
that and hopefully we'll receive something in witing from

you as a foll owup
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MR RCBERT KONDZIOLKA: You wll.

DR PELL: | appreciate that. | wll once
again invite those of you standing in the back to pl ease
cone forward, there are plenty of seats up here. 1'd |like
to get a better ook at you and | et you get a better | ook
at us. So nmake yourself confortable if you would. we're
all friends here, so let's not worry about creating a
comotion by comng up front or anything |ike that.

I'dlike to nove on. M. WIlliamKurtz,
representing hinself at this point. AZ05

MR WLLIAMKURTZ. M nane is WIlliamKurtz,
KURT-Z. 1I'maresident of Santa G uz County, Arizona.
Wat | have witnessed over the last five years is a
concerted systenatic effort on the part of the
Admnistration with the support of Congress to cut down,
evi scerate, negate all of the good environmental progress
of the last 20 to 40 years. The newcorridors alternative
In the PEIS before us today seens to ne yet another way to
reduce and get around present environnmental | aws and
regul ati ons.

g the alternatives enunerated in the PE'S, |
think the increased utilization alternative should be
adopted and the new corridor alternative shoul d be
rejected. If additional corridors are ever needed, they

shoul d go through the presently existing procedures. As
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