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Agai n, when you cone up -- I'll call your nane, but
If you woul d repeat your nane for the recorder,
that wll help.

Dd I |eave anything out? GCkay, with that --
any questions before we get started? kay. Well,
I'm going to call on an old friend to cone up
first. M. Lowery? Rick Lowery with EEl

We' d appreciate it if you' dtry to keep your
comments to about five m nutes.

LONERY: Thanks, Scott. I'm R ck Lowery
wi th the Edison Electric Institute in Washi ngton,
D.C. The Edison Hectric Institute, or EEl, thanks
the federal agencies for the opportunity to make
comrents on the West-wi de Energy Corri dor
Programmati ¢ Environnental |npact Statenent or, as
I'll say fromnow on, PEIS, and that's hard enough
to say.

EEl is the association of United States
shar ehol der-owned el ectric conpani es. A nunber of
EEI's menber conpani es generate, transmt and
deliver electricity in the contiguous el even
western states covered by the PEIS. EEl appl auds
t he Departnents of Energy, Agriculture and Interior
I n proceeding forward to identify endemc corridors

for energy linear facilities across federal land in
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the west. W also applaud the Western Wtility
G oup, Western Governors Associ ation, and ot her
groups that have been addressi ng the need for
energy corridors in the west.

Because of the predom nance of federal |and
ownership in the west and the | ocation of such
| ands, the federal |and agenci es nust be a partner
I n hel ping nmeet the energy infrastructure needs for
the west. At least six of the fastest grow ng
states are located in the west.

The corridor initiative will provide, at |east
fromthe EEI perspective, a dual benefit. One, it
will allowconsideration of the infrastructure
needs on a source-to-market basis. Sonething that
IS very inportant to EEI and it's menber conpani es.
And, two, it wll allowfor better or nore carefu
pl anning to conserve and protect natural resource
val ues on federal |and while neeting these energy
I nfrast ructure needs.

EEl believes that the corridor designation
process as proposed will enable the public to
better appreciate and eval uate the basis for energy
I nfrastructure decisions. The context of the
decisions will be nore readily apparent. EEI

supports the | egislative provisions that are the
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basis of this corridor designation effort, Section
3.68 of EPA, and we | ook forward to working with
the agencies to fulfill Congressional intent.

EEl would like to offer the follow ng six
recomrendations i n the designation of western
energy corridors.

First, consider a | ong-termplanning horizon.
Federal | and-use pl aning horizons and utility
hori zons are not easily reconciled. W encourage
the agencies to take a |l ong view and anti ci pate
what the transm ssion needs will be, and designate
corridors accordingly. Wilities and ot her
participants in the western regi onal transm ssion
pl anning are very willing to assist the agenci es.

Second, define now a future process for
desi gnati ng additional corridors, as needed,
recogni zing that it may be inpossible to anticipate
what those transm ssion needs will be ten, fifteen
or even twenty years down the road. EE strongly
recommends the agenci es devel op now a process for
desi gnati ng addi tional source-to-market corridors
once this process is conplete. This may usefully
I ncl ude a [ skip-over] process where the critical
feature is to allow for an integrated,

mul ti-jurisdictional evaluation and deci si on
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regardi ng corridor designation.

Third, define nowthe streamlined procedures
avai l able to el ectric conpanies abiding within a
designated corridor. EEl strongly urges the
agenci es to devel op sound and effective
streamlined procedures for siting facilities
wi thin a designated corridor. The procedures shoul d
recogni ze that nuch of the environnmental anal ysis
and review wi || have al ready taken place and, as
long as facilities are consistent with the
paraneters set for a corridor, that work shoul d not
have to be repeated. At a m ninum we encourage
you to establish a rebuttabl e presunption that wil
be a categorical provision for NEPA that will be
consi stent with Section 3.90 of EPAC for pipelines.

Transm ssion shoul d not be treated differently
t han pi pelines, in our opinion. EEl recomends the
agencies to consider an alternative, streaniined
consul tation process under the Threatened and
Endanger ed Speci es Act.

Fourth, flexibility shoul d be a consideration
of the process. This can be acconplished through
careful consideration of what [garbled] set for
corridors. This shoul d be based on a techni cal and

engi neeri ng requi renment, and veget ati on nanagenent
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needs. But, al so taking the decision to | ook at

all existing rights- of-way containing 69KB and
above transm ssion |lines, and convert the corridors
to expanded wi dt h and pur poses.

This wll alloweither for the expansion of
facilities within the corridor, or upgrading the
facility to inprove reliability in a band-grid
capacity.

Fifth, protect corridors frominconpatible
uses. EEl urges the agencies to protect designated
corridor against the entry of inconpatible uses, or
the | ocation of inconpatible uses near the
facilities. |In deciding what may or may not be an
I nconpati bl e use, the agenci es shoul d consi der how
a transmssion facility nust be managed and
operated to nmeet public safety and reliability
requi rements and concerns. And what w |l be needed
to reduce fire hazard.

If the managenent requirenents for another use
conflict wwth the requirenents for the transm ssion
facilities, that other use should be clearly
regarded i nconpati bl e.

[i naudi bl e comment ] .
LOMNERY: kay. And sixth, carefully

consi der where and how public | ands are di sposed.
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EEl recomrends that | and di sposal or |and swaps
that would all ow | ands subject to a corridor
designation to be transferred to private ownership
general |y be construed as an inconpati bl e use.
Shoul d such a transfer be all owed, the transfer
shoul d be nade subject to the designation, and wth
stipulations that protect the use of the land as a
corridor, assure adequate nanagenent authority to
meet reliability with respect to any facilities
that mght be located in a corridor, and does not
allowthe facility owner or operator to be charged
rental fees different fromthose that woul d have
been charged is the | and had remai ned in federal
possessi on.

Agai n, thank you for the opportunity to
address you today. EHE believes through this
process electric facilities operating in the west
will be able to provide substantial assistance in
i dentifying transm ssi on needs throughout the
region. EHE wll submt witten comments on or
prior to the Novenber 28th deadline specified in
t he Federal Register notice.

Thank you.

PONR Thank you, Rick. Ron Lehr with

the Ameri can Wnd Energy Associ ati on.
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