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QOFF:.  Sure. Thank you, very much. M
nane is Robert Goff. I'm the secretary of the
InterTribal Council on Wility Policy, and while
we're headquartered i n Rosewood, South Dakota, a
state not in your -- on your map -- we have
affiliate tribes in Montana, Wom ng, Arizona, New
Mexi co, Nevada, WU ah, Oegon and California. So,
we've been involved with energy issues in the G eat
Plains and transmssion corridors, as well, in the
Geat Pl ains.

Most of the tribes in this country -- well, |
think if you live on an Indian reservation, you're
ten times nore likely not to even have el ectricity,
than if you live anywhere else in this country.

The un- electrified populationis ten tinmes higher
t han anywhere else in the country. Yet, tribes are
nore likely to have transm ssion | ines goi ng over
their heads. Very often federal, put in by the
Bureau of Recl amati on and now operated by Wstern
Power Admni strationin Bonneville.

We, the tribes in the Northern Plains and
other tribes around the country, are very nmuch
concerned about energy devel opnent, and this round
of devel oprent, perhaps participating as nore than

just land owners who have their rights-of-way used,
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but coul d not have access to those grids.

| have the honor of representing triba
Interests on the Wstern Governors O ean and
D versified Energy Advisory Commttee that I'm sure
you're aware of, but we certainly call for the
record -- call it to your attention that we al so
have a transm ssi on study going on, and | woul d
recommend that you certainly consult the work that
the Governors and tribes throughout the entire
west, sone ei ghteen states, have been | ooking at in
terns of the opportunities of noving renewabl e
energy fromworld sources, basically, to | oads.

The tribes in the Northern Pl ai ns woul d be
very interested in corridors that run through the
northern tier, especially through the west, because
you are | ooking at the farmto-market highway for
tribal renewabl e energy production to the west
coast, to the load centers that are out there.

Tri bes are very concerned about new
ri ght-of -ways. Many of the old right-of-ways are
comng up for renewal in the next ten years. These
are issues that are on the table and before the
tribes now | would be here tonight to urge you
and, under the new |l aw, you are, the federal

government has required for direct consultation
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with the tribes on many of these issues. And so, in
no way is ny speaking here to be consi dered as

havi ng perforned consultation, so the record is
clear on that.

The corridors that you will be examning --
many of the existing corridors do come near or
across tribal lands. The opportunity for access to
t hem have been extrenely [imted. VW would want to
recommend that in any of these new opportunities
that are bei ng devel oped -- these new transm ssi on
corridors -- to the extent that they can fol | ow
existing corridors, and to the extent that the can,
grant access to tribes for projects on the
reservation to be able to utilize that
farmt o-mar ket road.

Tribes have a variety of interests in these.
Everything fromri ght-of -way concerns, sovereignty

concerns to taxation concerns and revenue concer ns.

- So, | would advise you to nake sure that you are in

contact with each of the tribes al ong the way and,
perhaps tribes outside of this region. I'm not
sure of why the cut-off is for Mntana and WWom ng
and not the Dakotas, other than the rel ative dearth
of BLMlands in sone of those areas. Tribes in

those areas are al so | ooking at corridors north and
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sout h for noving power.

The idea of a Programmati c Environnent al
| npact Statenent or sonething of this order is to
be congratul ated, and we woul d hope that this can
be shared anongst your sister agencies in the
Departnent of Interior, particularly when it cones
to sone of the siting requirenents for renewabl e
energy projects, such as those in the Geat Plains.

Il will [eave ny cooments at that for the
nmonent, but will certainly reserve the right to
submt different comments within the appropriate
ti me period.

Thank you, very much.

PONERS. Thank you. |I|Is there anybody
else that did not fill out a card or indicate that
they wanted to speak? Wuld they |ike to conme up
and nake or offer any conmments now?

Vll, with that, | guess we'll concl ude our
formal comments period and we'll turn the recorder
off and we're available -- there's several other
menbers of the planning teamrepresenting the
different agencies that are here -- and | woul d ask
themto stand up, in addition to the three of us up
here. So, we're going to be here and will be gl ad

to try to answer questions or any kind of
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di scussi ons you |ike.
Thank you, very nuch.

[ END OF MEETI NG
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