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13 above-captioned matter was heard at the Elkhorn
14 Conf erence Room Holiday |Inn Downtown, 22 North
15 Last Chance Gul ch, Hel ena, Montana, on the 27th
16 day of October, 2005, beginning at the hour of
17 2:00 p.m, pursuant to the Montana Rules of G vil
18 Procedure, before Laurie Crutcher, Registered
19 Pr of essi onal Reporter, Notary Public.
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MR POWNERS: A couple things that I |
forgot to nention. | did briefly touch on the
website. It's up and running, it's current, it's

going to stay current throughout this process.
It's the best source of easy access information.
| want to just tell you briefly about

the source of the map, because | don't want you to

0 9 o0 0ok W N

think it's sonmething that it's not. Al it

9 represents are lines on a map that have been put
10 there over the years as an expression of interest
11 by a whol e host of the utility folks around the
12 west. And actually it was used for awhile by the
13 Western Uility Goup just to kind of raise the

14 | evel of interest in this project, and express the

15 need.

16 So with that, since we're waiting for

17 M. Oson, we'll go ahead with the next person, ‘
18 Li nda Bouck. MTO02 :
19 MS. BOUCK: M/ nane is Linda Bouck, and

20 | am here today on behal f of Anaconda/Deer Lodge

21 County. | would first like to thank the

22 Depart ment of Energy, the Forest Service, and the
23 Bureau of Land Managenent, as co-l ead agencies for
24 hosting this neeting and starting the process of

25 conpiling informati on necessary for designation of
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energy transportation corridors. | do have ny |
testinony also witten out, so |l wll give a copy
of that at the end.

This is an inportant process which is
critical to the orderly devel opnent of Montana's
energy resources, and to ensure the reliability of
energy supply in the Northwestern United States.
Anaconda/Deer Lodge County is already the site of
a nunber of energy transportation facilities.

Nort hwest ern Energy has a 16 inch
natural gas pipeline which crosses the northern
portion of our county, and they al so have nunerous
transm ssion lines, ranging in size from100 to
230 kv, entering the county, and cone in fromall
four points of the conpass, and they converge at
the Mill Creek substation east of Anaconda.

The Bonneville Power Adm nistration al so
has a 230 kilovolt line and substation in our
county as well .

When desi gnating potential energy
corridors for the future, and Anaconda/Deer Lodge
County would like to ask that the | ead agenci es
consi der the follow ng.

Nunmber one, we would like to see
desi gnati on of every existing transm ssion
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1 corridor wwth an electric transm ssion |line

2 greater than or equal to 161 kilovolts as prinmary
3 transm ssion corridors.

4 | n conjunction with this designation, we
5 would |1 ke to see adopted as a matter of policy a
6 rule which creates a preference for rebuilding or
7 upgradi ng those |ines before constructi ng new

g facilities. The environnmental effects of existing
9 transmssion lines have al ready taken pl ace.

10 Service roads and other facilities needed to

11 upgrade, nmaintain, or repair the transm ssion

12 lines are present, and there should be no need to
13 do an extensive environnent anal ysis.

14 | n fact, the upgrade of existing

15 transmssion lines, even if it includes

16 acqui sition of sone right-of-way to wi den the

17 corridor, should be categorically excluded from
18 NEPA revi ew.

19 W strongly endorse designating an

20 el ectrical transm ssion corridor beginning at the
21 500 kv substation in Garrison, Mntana, noving

22 south through Powel |, Deer Lodge, Butte-Sil ver

23 Bow, and Beaver head Counties, into southern |daho

24 as a way of noving the power to states south and
25 west of Montana, and to give Montana greater
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opportunity to inport electricity produced in

ot her st ates.

Nort hwest ern Energy has desi gnated this
corridor as one option for connecting the Colstrip
500 Kv transmssion line wwth transm ssions in
sout hern I daho.

Four: A proposed corridor fromGrrison
to southern I daho offers several advantages over
ot her potential routes, including:

There are existing transm ssion |ines
al ong this corridor, which can be readily expanded
to handl e new |l ines, or a substantial upgrade of
an existing facility.

The route avoi ds maj or popul ati on
centers, and areas where there is extensive
subur ban devel opnent, such as Hel ena and Gallatin
Val | eys.

The route largely crosses | and used for
I i vestock and grazing | and, instead of crop
agriculture, and reduces the anount of potenti al
| npact on agricultural operations. The route does
not i npinge upon W | derness areas, national parks,
or other specially designated areas set aside to
protect wildlife, cultural, or recreational
anenity values. Most of the federal |and that

(406) 443-2010



TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

o VW 00 g9 O ok W NN R

N M NN FHF P P P R PR RrR R
W N B O VW 0N o W N P

Page 25 ||
woul d be crossed by this corridor consists of |
grazi ng | and.

And of course, probably nost inportant
for our county, is the route crosses counties that
are in great need of econom c devel opnent, and
this corridor would |Iikely enjoy nore gover nnent al
and public support in those counties than other
potential routes.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify, and we would | ook forward to working with
DOE and BLM as this process continues. Thank you.
I'11l just hand mne to the secretary over there.

MR PONERS. M. dson, if you want to
say sonet hi ng. MTO03

REPRESENTATI VE CLSON: | appreci ate the
efforts the BLM DOE, and the Forest Service are
putting into this. This is sonething that is
definitely very beneficial to the state of
Mont ana. Any future devel opnent that we're
|l ooking at in this state is going to be very
dependent on how this cones out.

| think M. Brush pretty nuch hit
everything on the head as far as what we're
| ooking for for corridor devel opnent, and I'm
going to sit back and listen to the comments, and
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Introduction

My name is Linda Bouck and [ am here today on behalf of Anaconda-Deer Lodge County. I
would like to thank the Department of Enefgy and Bureau of Land Management, as co-lead
agencies, for hosting this meeting and starting the process of compiling infonnatién necessary
for the designation of energy transportation corridors. This is an importa.nt‘ process, critical to
the orderly development of Montana’s energy resources and to insure the reliability of energy

supply in the northwestern United States.

Anaconda-Deer Lodge is already the site of a number of energy transportation facilities.
NorthWestern Energy (NWE) has a 16-inch natural gas pipeline crossing the northern portion of
the county and numerous transmission lines ranging in size from 100 kilovolts to 230 kilovolts,
entering the county.from all four points of the compass and converging at the Mill Creek
substation east of Anaconda. The Bénneville Power Administration also has a 230-kilovolt line

and substation in the county as well.

Testimony

When designating potential energy corridors for the future, we ask the lead agencies to consider

the folloWihg:




Designate every existing transmission corridor with an electric transmission line greater

than or equal to 161 kilovolts as a primary transmission corridor.

Adopt as a matter of policy, a rule which creates a preference for rebuilding or upgrading
those lines before constructing new facilities. The environmental effects of existing
transmission lines have already taken place. Service roads and other facilities needed to
upgrade, maintain, or repair the transmission lines are present, and there should be no
need to do an extensive environmental analysis. In fact, the upgrade of existing
transmisston lines, even if it includes acquisition of some right-of-way to widen the

corridor, should be categorically excluded from NEPA review.

We strongly endorse designating an electric transmission corridor beginning at the 500 kv
substation in Garrison, Montana, moving south through Powell, Deer Lodge, Sitver Bow,
and Beaverhead Céunties into southern Idaho as a way of moving power to states south
and west of Montana, and to give Montana greater opportunity to import electricity

- produced in other states.

NorthWestern Energy has designated this corridor as one option for connecting the

Colstrip 500 kv transmission lines with transmission in southern Idaho

A' proposed corridor from Garrison to southern Idaho offers several advantages over other

potential routes, including:




(@) There are existing transmission lines along this corridor which can be readily

expanded to handle new lines or a substantial upgrade of an existing facility.

(b)  The route avoids major population centers and areas where there is extensive

suburban development such as the Helena and Gallatin Valleys.

(¢)  The route largely crosses land used for livestock versus crop agricu(ture (te,
grazing land) and reduces the amount of potential impact on agricultural

operations.

(d) The route does not impinge up wilderness areas, national parks, or other specially
designated areas set aside to protect wildlife, cultural or recreational amenity
values. Most of the federal land that would be crossed by this corridor consists of

grazing land.

(e) The route crosses counties that are in great need of economic development and
this corridor will likely enjoy more governmental and public support than other

potential routes.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. We look forward to working with DOE and BLM as

~ this process continues.
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