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w i l l  f i l e  more extensive w r i t t e n  comments by the  

dead1 i ne. ~ n d  w e l l  1 propose c o r r i d o r  designat ions a t  

t h a t  t ime.  Thank you. 

MR. MONTAGNA: Thank you,   avid. we 

apprec ia te  your suggestions. our next  speaker i s  

M r .  ~ a c k  Maddox w i t h  Western Water and Power. 

MR. MADDOX: Thank you. I appreciate t h e  

oppor tun i t y  t o  speak here today. western water and 

Power product ion  i s  a 1 i m i  t e d  1 i abi  1 i t y  par tnersh ip  

developing biomass power p lan ts  i n  several s ta tes  i n  

t h e  west i n c l u d i n g  New ~ e x i c o ,  Arizona, and Colorado. 

The development o f  these biomass power p lan ts  

i s  under var ious  stages a t  t h i s  t ime.  gut  we have a 

number i n  New Mexico t h a t  a re  f a i r l y  f a r  along. And 

1'11 t a l k  about one o f  t he  concerns we have i n  

t ransmiss ion access, bu t  l e t  me g i v e  you a l i t t l e  

background. 

Biomass power p lan ts  have t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i n  

t h e  west t o  reduce f o r e s t  f i r e s  and a l l ow  f o r  b e t t e r  

management o f  t h e  f o r e s t  areas by t h i n n i n g  ou t  f o r e s t  

areas as w e l l  as BLM rangeland areas and s t a t e  

rangeland areas, c r e s t  lands i n  t h e  west because o f  

t h e  overgrowth o f  fo res ted  area, t r e e s  as w e l l  as the  

range1 and area, pinon j un ipe r .  

New Mexico has one o f  t he  l a r g e s t  growths o f  

pinon j u n i p e r  i n  t he  west. The U . S .  Department o f  

A g r i c u l t u r e  est imated t h a t ,  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  

century,  t h e r e  was about 1.25 m i l l i o n  acres o f  pinon 

j u n i p e r  land.  The r e s t  was grassland i n  t h e  s ta te .  
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USDA now est imates t h a t  t he re ' s  almost 12 and 

a h a l f  m i l l i o n  acres o f  p j  i t ' s  abbreviated as, i n  New 

~ e x i c o  t h a t ' s  g r e a t l y  reduced the  grassland which i s  

no t  on ly  necessary f o r  w i  1 d l  i f e  h a b i t a t  improvement 

bu t  a l so  f o r  improved graz ing  i n  t he  s t a t e  o f  New 

Mexico and o the r  western s ta tes .  

I ' v e  been i n  t h e  energy business f o r  30 

years. I ' v e  been developing var ious p r o j e c t s  

i n c l u d i n g  wind p r o j e c t s  f o r  var ious c l i e n t s  i n  Texas 

and New Mexico, doing s i t i n g  work and t ransmiss ion 

in te rconnect ion  work f o r  several p ro jec ts  t h a t  have 

been completed, p a r t i  c u l  a r l  y i n  Texas. 

wind p r o j e c t s  I ' m  speaking o f  now. And a l s o  

worked on many s o l a r  p r o j e c t s  and i n  several s ta tes  

f o r  another c l i e n t .  And then we're developing these 

biomass p r o j e c t s  ourselves i ndependentl y o f  t h a t .  

Le t  me t a l k  now b r i e f l y  on t ransmiss ion 

problems t h a t  we have i n  developing these p r o j e c t s .  

Th is  i s  one o f  t h e  most c r i t i c a l  hindrances 

t o  the  developing o f  renewable p ro jec ts  i n  t h e  west as 

i t  i s  i n  New Mexico, i s  transmission access and being 

able t o  ge t  t h e  power ou t  t o  a market. we, t he re fo re ,  

support t h i s  e f f o r t  by t h e  DOE and t h e  var ious  fede ra l  

agencies i n  devel op i  ng t h e  energy c o r r i d o r s  t o  ass i  s t  

i n  being abl  e t o  in te rconnect  w i t h  transmi ss ion  and 

get  t h e  power t o  a market somewhere. 

AS I say t h i s  i s  one o f  t he  most d i f f i c u l t  

problems we have, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r u r a l  areas where 

there  i s  1 i m i  t e d  t ransmiss ion,  t he re ' s  1 i m i  t e d  access 

t o  t h a t  t ransmi s s i  on because o f  cons t ra in t s  i n both 
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f ede ra l  and s t a t e  law t h a t  d o n ' t  a l l ow  easy access t o  

t h a t  transmission. 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  New Mexico, a  

l o t  o f  t h e  r u r a l  areas are  served by associat ions 

l e t ' s  j u s t  say. The i r  broad designat ion a c t u a l l y  -- 

they  have a  designat ion. ~ u t  t h a t ' s  a  broad 

des ignat ion  f o r  t he  var ious  assoc ia t ions  t h a t  supply 

t h e  var ious  r u r a l  cooperat ives i n  t he  s ta tes .  

And they con t ro l  t h e  access t o  t h e i r  

t ransmiss ion w i t h  very  l i t t l e  regu la to ry  overs ight .  

 hat's one o f  t he  concerns t h a t  we have and one o f  t he  

problems we have i n developi ng these p ro jec ts .  

  he o ther  concern t h a t  I have i n  the  process 

i s t h a t  i t  should i nc lude  access t o  transmi ss ion 

w i thou t  regard t o  where i t ' s  loca ted .  I n  other  words, 

n o t  j u s t  l ook ing  a t  t he  metro areas i n  t he  var ious 

s ta tes  and the  major t ransmiss ion access routes, bu t  

i t  a l s o  needs t o  take i n t o  cons idera t ion  and t r y  t o  

accommodate co r r i do rs  t h a t  a re  going t o  a l so  lead t o  

development o f  wind p ro jec ts ,  major wind p ro jec ts ,  and 

biomass p r o j e c t s  and o ther  renewable p ro jec ts .  

I n  p a r t i c u l a r  I am speaking about i n  t he  

western s ta tes  which have a  tremendous market 

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  these p ro jec ts .  And they have a l l  k inds 

o f  p o t e n t i  a1 i n  improvi ng envi ronmental -- i nc lud ing  

environmental bene f i t s  and improving the  f o r e s t  and 

rangeland, h a b i t a t  and water r e t e n t i o n  i n  those areas, 

as w e l l  as prov id ing  c r i t i c a l  energy f o r  t he  un i ted  

s t a t e s  i ns tead  o f  re1 y i  ng on f o r e i g n  energy. 
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  he o the r  concern I have i s  access should 

prov ide  a qu i ck  process ' t h a t  a1 lows these companies 

t h a t  a re  developing these p r o j e c t s  1 i ke ours,  

independent power p ro jec ts ,  i f  you w i l l ,  t o  have 

qu i  cker access approval , i f possi b1 e , and 1 i m i  t e d  

bureaucra t ic  processes. 

~ t ' s  very  c r i t i c a l  i n  t he  development o f  

these p r o j e c t s  t h a t  they be done as q u i c k l y  as 

poss ib le  so t h a t  you know i f  you' re going t o  have 

improvement o r  n o t  and a f a i r l y  qu ick  process, where 

you d o n ' t  have t o  go through years and years and years 

which cos ts  a l o t  o f  money i n  t r y i n g  t o  develop these 

p r o j e c t s .  That 's  my l i m i t e d  comments today. Thank 

you. 

MR. MONTAGNA: Thank you, l ack .  

  he t h r e e  f o l k s  who reg i s te red  t o  speak have 

spoken. So a t  t h i s  t ime w e ' l l  i n v i t e  anyone e l se  who 

would l i k e  t o  speak on the  record t o  come up and 

speak, have t h e  same ten-minute t ime frame, bu t  they 

w i l l  have t o  i d e n t i f y  themselves by name and hope fu l l y  

p rov ide  s p e l l i n g ,  i f  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  an odd s p e l l i n g .  

so, i f  the re ' s  anyone here t h a t  would l i k e  t o  

speak on t h e  record a t  t h i s  t ime, we j u s t  i n v i t e  you 

t o  come forward. 

MR. SCOTT: My name i s  Jack Sco t t .  And I 

f i g u r e d  t h e r e  would be more t ime and I j u s t  haven't  

r e a l l y  made many notes here. ~ u t  I do have a couple 

th ings  and w i l l  add f u t u r e  w r i t t e n  comments. 

~ u t  one o f  t he  problems invo l ved  w i t h  the  

des ignat ion  o f  any energy c o r r i d o r  i s  t h a t ,  where i t  
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