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i d e n t i f y i n g  themselves as a speaker, I w i l l  i n v i t e  

anyone who would l i k e  t o  speak on t h e  record t o  come 

forward a t  t h i s  t ime and s t a t e  t h e i r  name and present 

t h e i r  remarks t o  us on the  record. 

one l a s t  p o i n t  they asked me t o  make. ~f 

everyone t h a t ' s  here came past  t h e  desk and d i d n ' t  

s i gn  i n ,  we would request t h a t  you do s ign  i n  sometime 

du r ing  t h e  evening. Thank you. 

To p a r a l l e l  the  procedure we used e a r l i e r  

today, t h i s  afternoon, w e ' l l  w a i t  a few minutes f o r  

any wa lk- in  comments. And then w e ' l l  take a recess 

f o r  a pe r iod  o f  t ime and then w e l l  1 reassemble and 

then go back on the  comments u n t i l  t h e  n ine o 'c lock  

end o f  t h e  meeting. 

MR. WENTZ: Good evening. My name i s  Chr is  

wentz. I ' m  t he  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Energy Conservation 

and Management D i v i s i o n  o f  t he  New Mexico Energy, 

Minera ls ,  and Natural  Resources Department. we're t h e  

renewable energy d i v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  New Mexico. 

And we l i k e l y  w i l l  be supplementing these 

comments. These are p r e t t y  much o f f - t h e - c u f f  r i g h t  

now. we j u s t  found out  about t h i s  recent ly .  ~ u t  we 

w i l l  probably be p u t t i n g  i n  comments e i t h e r  from the  

governor 's o f f i c e  and/or from t h e  Energy, ~ i n e r a l s ,  

and Natura l  Resources Department. 

I guess f i r s t  I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  thank you 

f o r  ho ld ing  t h i s  scoping meeting. I t h i n k  t h e  

Programmatic EIS i s  very impor tan t  as f a r  as the  

f u t u r e  o f  energy transmission i n  t h e  u n i t e d  States and 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  New Mexico. 
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21  I t h i n k ,  l ook ing  forward, i t ' s  important  t o  

22 l ook  a t  both t h e  short- term impacts bu t  e s p e c i a l l y  t he  

23 long- term impacts o f  t he  d i f f e r e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  t he  

24 Programmatic E I S .  The E I S  w i l l  be used t o  f a c i l i t a t e  

25 s i t i n g  and s i g n i f i c a n t  investment i n  energy 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  such as o i l ,  gas, hydrogen, p i p e l i n e s  

as we1 1 as e l  e c t  r i  c i t y  t ransmi s s i  on and d i  s t  r i  b u t i  on 

l i n e s .  

~ n d ,  because t h i s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  tends t o  be 

around f o r  mu1 t i p l  e decades, because o f  t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n t  investment,  i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  important  

t h a t  you take  k i n d  o f  a long- term planning,  long- term 

v i s i o n  approach. ~ n d  towards t h a t  end I t h i n k  i t ' s  

important  t h a t  you p a r t i c u l a r l y  l o o k  a t  t h e  renewable 

energy resources, t h e  clean energy resources t h a t  a re  

ou t  there.  

our  cu r ren t  e l e c t r i c i t y  t ransmiss ion and 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  system r e a l l y  has been around f o r  over 50 

years, a l o t  o f  i t ,  some longer,  and hasn ' t  been 

upgraded i n  a l ong  t ime. so the re ' s  no reason t o  

t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  next  round o f  investment i s n ' t  going 

t o  be around a l ong  t ime. 

so l a r g e l y  a l o t  o f  the  c o r r i d o r s  t h a t  y o u ' l l  

be des ignat ing  a re  going t o  be used by those f u t u r e  

energy resources, a l o t  o f  ones r i g h t  now t h a t  a re  

e i t h e r  becoming economic o r  a re  going t o  be economic 

over t he  nex t  20, 30, 40 years o r  so. 

TO t h a t  end you need t o  l o o k  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

c lose  a t  t he  renewable resources o f  wind and biomass. 
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25  his i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  important  i n  New ~ e x i c o .  We have 

a l o t  o f  wor ld c lass  wind resources i n  Eastern New 

Mexico t h a t  a re  l a r g e l y  transmission constra ined and 

are going t o  need a d d i t i o n a l  capaci ty  i f  we' r e  t o  

b e n e f i t  from those resources economically. 

The same holds t r u e  f o r  biomass. we've go t  a 

l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  resources ou t  there  as f a r  as f o r e s t  

th inn ings ,  a l o t  o f  unhealthy fo res ts .  we've go t  a 

very l a r g e  d a i r y  i n d u s t r y  now, seventh i n  t h e  n a t i o n  

i n  m i l k  product ion,  a l o t  o f  manure, a l o t  o f  

l i v e s t o c k  t h a t  could be turned i n t o  product ive  energy. 

~ u t  i t ' s  going t o  take  new capac i ty  t o  get  t h a t  ou t .  

So a l s o  l o o k i n g  a t  what 's out  there ,  as f a r  

as renewable resources and when they might become 

economic and where they '  r e  loca ted,  i t  i s  r e a l l y  

important  t h a t  t h e  fede ra l  agencies and your 

cont rac tors  avai 1 themselves o f  as much ex i  s t i  ng 

exper t i se  and experience t h a t ' s  ou t  there  r i g h t  now. 

A l o t  o f  g rea t  p lanning,  a l o t  o f  great  assessments 

a re  going on r i g h t  now. And I j u s t  would l i k e  t o  

mention a couple o f  them. 

One i s  t h a t  t h e  western Governors 

~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  as you probably know, have a c lean and 

d i v e r s i f i e d  energy i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  the  west.  his 

i n i t i a t i v e  r e a l l y  evolved out  o f  a r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  our  

Governor, B i l l  ~ i c h a r d s o n ,  had teamed up w i t h  Governor 

1 schwartzenegger o f  C a l i f o r n i a  and u l t i m a t e l y  go t  t h e  

2 unanimous approval o f  a l l  18  Western governors t o  go 
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a f t e r  some clean energy goals f o r  t he  fu tu re .  And 

these goals are ou t  q u i t e  a few years. 

And so I t h i n k  t h i s  P E I S  r e a l l y  f i g u r e s  

prominent ly  i n t o  developing t h e  re,sources t o  meet 

those goals. 

I would a l so  encourage you t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  

Western Governors Associat ion reso lu t i ons .  There's a 

number o f  e x i s t i n g  p o l i c y  reso lu t i ons  t h a t  have been 

i n  p lace  f o r  a number o f  years now t h a t  represent t h e  

co11 e c t i  ve p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  western Governors. 

And I understand t h a t  t h i s  i s  going t o  be 

l a r g e l y  a Western P E I S  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h i s  scoping 

hear ing i s  addressing t h a t .  ~ n d  so you should l o o k  a t  

those p o l i c y  resol  u t i ons  because i t  es tab l ishes  a l o t  

o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  t he  western Governors be l i eve  

need t o  be addressed i n  s i t i n g  and development o f  new 

t ransmi s s i  on capaci ty  . 
~ l s o  you should a v a i l  yourselves o f  t he  

expe r t i se  o f  such regional  groups as t h e  western 

I n t e r s t a t e  Energy Board. ~ h e y ' v e  go t  a committee on 

reg iona l  e l e c t r i c  power cooperat i  on t h a t  has been 

a c t i v e  f o r  over a decade and i s  very  i n t i m a t e l y  

i nvol  ved i n l o o k i  ng a t  especi a1 1 y e l  e c t  r i  c i  t y  

1 t ransmiss ion co r r i do rs  and e l e c t r i c i t y  transmission 

2 issues throughout t he  west. 

3 And then f i n a l l y  t h e  r o l e  o f  t he  s ta tes  i s  

4 very  important  i n  t h i s  process, t h e  s t a t e  energy 

5 o f f i c e s ,  our o f f i c e  as w e l l  as t h e  o ther  western s t a t e  

6 energy o f f i c e s ,  bu t  a l so  t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  
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commi ss ions t h a t  1 a rge l y  have the  ex i  s t i n g  s i t i n g  

a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t ransmiss ion and o ther  energy 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  

So w i t h  t h a t  1 would c lose and thank you very  

much f o r  being here. 

MR. MONTAGNA:   hank you. 

what 1'11 do now i s  recess t h i s  meeting. 

~ t ' s  now 7:30. 1'11 recess t h i s  meeting u n t i l  l e t ' s  

say 7:45. And, i f  o ther  f o l k s  a r r i v e  du r ing  t h a t  t ime 

per iod,  then w e ' l l  open the  meeting again, t ake  

comments, and go t o  the  n ine o ' c lock  c lose  per iod .  So 

w e ' l l  recess f o r  t he  next 1 5 ,  20 minutes. Thank you. 

(Break) 

MR. MONTAGNA: Good evening, f o l k s .  I t ' s  

7:45. And as we mentioned w e ' l l  go back on t h e  record 

and again i n v i t e  anyone here t h a t  would l i k e  t o  

present i n fo rma t ion  f o r  t he  record t o  come t o  t h e  

podium, g i v e  us your name, and who you represent and 

present your comments t o  the  record. 

1 And w e ' l l  w a i t  a few minutes and, i f  no one 

2 shows up, w e ' l l  again have a recess u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  t h e  

3 evening before we c lose  down f o r  t he  n i g h t .  

4 (Break) 

5 MR. MONTAGNA: Good evening, f01 ks. I t ' s  

6 e i g h t  o ' c l ock .  And we're going back on t h e  record t o  

7 see i f  t h e r e ' s  anyone who would 1 i  ke t o  present  

8 in fo rmat ion .  Again w e ' l l  w a i t  a few minutes and go 

9 back on t h e  record a t  8:15. 

10 (Break) 

11 MR. MONTAGNA:  GOO^ evening, everyone. ~ t ' s  
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8:15. And, as we sa id  before,  we would open t h i s  up 

again f o r  any comments on t h e  record. And, s ince 

the re  i s  no one i d e n t i f y i n g  themselves as wanting t o  

speak on the  record, we w i l l  go ahead and c lose t h i s  

evening's meeting on beha l f  o f  BLM, t he  Department of 

Energy, the  un i ted  s ta tes  Forest  Service. 

Thank you a l l  f o r  a t tend ing .  we l ook  forward 

t o  your comments and suggestions f o r  our programmatic 

~nv i ronmen ta l  Impact starement. Thank you and good 

evening. 

( ~ t  8:15 p.m. t h e  hear ing  was adjourned.) 

I, JAN A. WILLIAMS, New Mexico CCR #14, DO 

HEREBY CERTIFY THAT ON October 26, 2005, t he  

proceedings was taken before  me, and t h a t  I d i d  r e p o r t  

i n  stenographic shorthand t h e  proceedings se t  f o r t h  

here in ,  and the  foregoing i s  a t r u e  and co r rec t  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t he  proceedings had upon the  t a k i n g  

o f  t h i s  hearing. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY t h a t  I am ne i the r  employed 

by nor  re la ted  t o  any o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  o r  a t to rneys  i n  

t h i s  case, and t h a t  I have no i n t e r e s t  whatsoever i n  

t h e  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h i s  case i n  any cour t .  
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