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1 W now nove on to our third speaker, M ke
2 Avant, is it? And, M. Avant, |I'mnot quite sure the |
3 nanme of the conmpany. Is it Garkane Energy?
4 M KE AVANT: My nane is Mke Avant here for

5 Gar kane Energy. Garkane Energy is a snmall electric
6 cooperative in contrast to the two previous speakers.
7 It represents large nultistate, or within a state,
8 or gani zati ons.
9 Gar kane serves about 10,000 custoners in
10 south central Wah, north central Arizona. W have
11 about 2,000 mles of |line, and we have the dubi ous
12 di stinction of serving nore state and federal parks,
13 nonunents, forest service installations than any
14 other utility in the country. Approximtely 90
15 percent of our service area of |ands are controlled
16 by one formof governnment or another. W serve Bryce
17 Canyon National Park, north rimof the Gand Canyon,
18 Zion National Park, Di xie National Forest, Fish Lake
19 Nati onal Forest. So we're neck deep in this issue.
20 There again | think you have a very, very
21 aggressi ve schedule and | hope very nuch that you
22 hold to it. W have right-of-ways for existing
23 transm ssion lines on the D xie National Forest that
24 we filed for renewal of those transmssionlines in
25 Decenber of 2002. The right-of-ways expired in
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1 Decenmber of 2003. This is al nost Decenber of 2005.

2 No action has been taken on those renewals. Forest

3 Service tells us that they have no budget for

4 handling right-of-ways. So | hope you can seriously
5 fix that problem

6 | n 1 ooki ng at your website | see nothing on
7 It that tells ne howto submt or get corridors that
8 | think should be designated put onto your map. Your

9 map is | think primarily a project or product of the
10 WBEC and is looking at large nultistate projects, but

11 | represent the exact opposite: The small | ocal

12 projects, the distribution type projects that bill

13 al so intended this process to cover. And we need

14 some way that's relatively easy and strai ghtforward
15 to get our desired corridors onto this map so that

16 t hey can get equal consideration with the [ arge Kern
17 Ri ver and nmultistate type projects.

18 W have previously submtted desired

19 corridors to other federal agencies during |and use
20 pl an preparation, nost recently the Gand Staircase
21 Nat i onal Monunent when their nmanagenent | and was

22 devel oped over the last few years. Not only did the
23 I nformati on we present on corridors that needed to be
24 | ooked at get ignored, they al so ignored and don't

25 recogni ze exi sting 230 and 500 KV transm ssion |ines.
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So | hope in this process that at | east we can
recogni ze existing facilities and designate corridors

along these existing facilities.
But we need to be very careful in putting

all of our lines into single corridors in an area as
has been denonstrated i n the Sout heast United States.

A single stormcan w pe out all of the facilities
serving large areas if they're all in the sane

corridor together.

So | sincerely urge you to break with the
exi sting Forest Service philosophy if there's an
existing line, any newlines will be right next to
that existing line and separate themso that a single
tree falling over won't wi pe out all of the power to
Sout hern U ah. Thank you.

JERRY PELL: M. Avant, thank you very nuch.
| appreciate that. | would invite you to chat with
us after we go off the record and di scuss all your
concerns and perhaps we can help you help us with
your proposed corridors. But | would just say in
general, use the comment process just as described on
that poster at the back of the roomand let's talk
after the formal --

M KE AVANT: Ckay. Thank you.

JERRY PELL: -- part of the neeting.
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1 M. Avant was the last individual that had
preregi stered to speak, and we're now at that stage
where | would invite anybody joining us this
4 afternoon that would li ke to speak to pl ease j ust

rai se your hand, cone up here and join the party.
6 Madant?

7 THALI A DONDERO.  Just brief remarks from

8 | i stening.

9 JERRY PELL: Sure. That's what we hope is
10 t hat when you hear what's being said, even though you
11 may not have intended to speak, that it will inspire
12 you to greatness. Please tell us your nane for the
13 court reporter. NVO4
14 THALI A DONDERO My nane is Thalia Dondero.
15 JERRY PELL: Could you spell that for us
16 pl ease.

17 THALI A DONDERQ T-h-a-1-i-a, Dondero is
18 D-o-n-d-e-r-o0. |'ve spent a |lot, over 60 years in

19 Nevada, so | have been on the parks departnent and

20 al so county comm ssioner for 20 years and now |'ma
21 regent for the university system | also serve as

22 chair of your outside Las Vegas programwhi ch deal s
23 with all of the federal agencies.

24 But | noticed that in the map and where it

25 cones across and there are a | ot of concerns that |
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