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t he agenci es once again for this opportunity to
participate in the scoping process. Thank you.

M5. SOQUDER  There is sone disturbance,
but we can't really -- we've al ready decreased
it as much as we can. Sorry.

Nat al i e McIntire, Renewabl e Nort hwest
Proj ect .

MB. McINTIRE: Good afternoon. | am
Nat al i e McIntire Wi th the Renewabl e Nort hwest
Project. | recognize many of you in the
audi ence, but for those of you who aren't
famliar with our organization, we are a
nonprofit renewabl e energy policy and advocacy
organi zation. W work in the four northwest
states of O egon, Washington, |daho, and
Mont ana, and we are working to encourage the
devel oprment of sol ar, w nd, and geot her nal
resour ces.

The nmenbers of our organization include
energy conpani es, consumer groups, and
envi ronnment al organi zations. W are very
pl eased, too, that you are endeavoring on this
effort to identify corridors because for
renewabl e energy resources, transm ssion has

becone a maj or bottleneck. So we know t hat
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federal land in the west will be needed for
transm ssion corridors, but at this point we
have not identified all of those corridors or
the timng that's necessary. So at this point
we want to just make some very brief conments,
and we will be naking nore witten comments at
a later point, probably in conjunction with the
Anerican Wnd Energi es Associ ati on and West
Wnd Wres.

So | just want to encourage you to | ook at
all of the work that has been done so far,
SSG W effort, RVATS, the NTAC effort, as well
as ot her subregional transition planning
organi zations. Also, we would like to point
you to the Western Governors Associ ati on CDEAC
study, the draft wind report fromthat effort
on this is very strong, and that could help
direct towards the wi nd resources in the west.

VW woul d al so encourage you to | ook at the
Nati onal Renewabl e Energy Lab i nformation, as
wel |l as the Renewabl e Energy Atlas of the west,
whi ch i ndi cat es renewabl e energy resource sites
around t he west.

| amsure you are aware, and many of the

others in the audi ence are as well, but
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renewabl e resources bring both econom c and
envi ronnment al benefits, and so transm ssion
corridors that can hel p support the devel opnent
of renewabl e resources shoul d be given the
priority in this study. And renewabl e
resources are not usually | ocated near | oad
centers and so transmssionis critical in
order to get that electricity to the | oad.

And as M. Dillon nentioned as well, the
time franes between devel opnent of renewabl e
energy resources and transmssion are a little
bit di sconnected between a coupl e years'
devel opnent of wind, to five, ten nore years
required for transm ssion. And so planning and
wor ki ng t hrough this environnental inpact
statenent and coordinating between all of the
departnents, federal departnents, should help
tolimt that time disconnect. So as much work
that we can get done ahead of tine will help.

V¢ t hank you again, and we wll be
submtting sone nore coments and | ook forward
to participating as the process goes al ong.

M. SOUDER  John Thi ebes with the
National WId Turkey Federation. D d | say the

| ast nane right?
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