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MR. KESTERKE: I want t o  go ahead and ge t  

s ta r ted .  

F i r s t ,  ~ ' d  l i k e  t o  welcome a l l  o f  you here. 

~ e a l l y  apprec ia te  you coming t o  t h i s  scoping meeting 

dea l ing  w i t h  energy c o r r i d o r  designat ions on fede ra l  1  ands. 

I ' m  Alan Kesterke. I ' m  t h e  assoc ia te  s t a t e  

d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  Bureau o f  Land Management here i n  wyoming, 

and again, 1 appreciate very much your attendance here 

today. 

The Energy Po l i cy  Act  o f  2005 requ i res  the  

sec re ta r i es  o f  energy, i n t e r i o r  and a g r i c u l t u r e  t o  

designate c o r r i d o r s  f o r  o i l  and gas, hydrogen p i p e l i n e s  and 

e l e c t r i c i t y  t ransmiss ion and d i s t r i b u t i o n  f a c i  1  i ti es on 

federa l  lands  i n  t h e  11 western s ta tes .  ~t a l s o  d i  r e c t s  

the  sec re ta r i es  t o  incorpora te  the  designated c o r r i d o r s  

i n t o  l and  use plans o r  resource management p lans and t o  do 

the  necessary environmental review requ i red  t o  amend those 

plans deal i ng w i t h  the  designat ion o f  c o r r i d o r s .  

For t h a t  purpose, t he  Department o f  Energy, 

Bureau o f  Land Management and the  Forest  Serv ice are  

prepar i  ng a  west wide Energy Cor r i do r  Programmatic 

~ n v i r o n m e n t a l  Impact Statement. Cu r ren t l y  we consider 

3 

1 r i  ghts-of-ways general 1  y  on a  case-by-case bas i  s.   hi s  

2  would prov ide  an oppor tun i ty  t o  deal w i t h  i n t e g r a t e d  

3 coordinated looks  a t  co r r i do rs  i n  general .  Again, the  west 

4 wide c o r r i d o r  -- Energy c o r r i d o r  Programmatic Environmental 

5 Impact statement -- I ' m  no t  going t o  say t h a t  t o o  many 

6 t imes q u i c k l y  -- w i l l  evaluate the  genera1 issues  

7 associated w i t h  energy c o r r i d o r  designat ion,  again, as w e l l  
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as t h e  amendment o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l and  use lands, excluding 

~ l a s k a .  

Argonne Nat ional  Laborator ies i s  assi  s t i  rig t h e  

Department o f  Energy, BLM and Forest serv ice  i n  the  

preparat ion o f  t he  environmental impact statement and 

representat ives from both Argonne, Department o f  Energy, 

Forest Service and BLM are  here t o  hear your comments. 

Again, we appreciate very  much your being here today. Th is  

i s  a c t u a l l y  great  attendance. 

~ ' d  l i k e  t o  i n t roduce  t h e  other  two pane1 

members. F i r s t  i s  Je r ry  Pel1 , who's t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t he  

O f f i  ce o f  E l e c t r i c i t y  Del i v e r y  and Energy Re1 i abi 1 i t y  i n  

t h e  Department o f  Energy, on t h e  f a r  r i g h t  -- on my f a r  

r i g h t ,  your l e f t  on t h e  t a b l e .  

And our moderator today w i l l  be Bob cunningham, 

who's the  ass is tan t  d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  Forest Service, i n  

washi ngton, D.C. , o f  1 ands and r e a l t y .  

2 5 w i t h  t h a t ,  again, thank you f o r  coming. 
[I 

4 

And, Bob, 1'11 t u r n  i t  over t o  you. 

MR. CUNNINGHAM: Thank you. Thank you, 

Alan. I appreciate t h a t .  

And I want t o  make j u s t  a few more comments 

regarding the  proposal t h a t  we' r e  t a l  k i  ng about here, 

proposed impact statement a t  t h i  s i n i  t i a1 scopi ng meeting. 

Fai r l  y important  w i t h  respect t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  

passed ~ u g u s t  8, signed by t h e  president  August 8 o f  '05, 

very  comprehensive energy b i l l ,  Sect ion 368 o f  t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r  ac t  d i rec ted  t h e  Department o f  Energy, ~ n t e r i o r ,  

~ g r i c u l t u r e ,  Defense and Commerce t o  i d e n t i f y  u t i l i t y  -- o r  
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energy c o r r i d o r s ,  i n c l  ud i  ng e l  e c t r i  c, o i  1  and gas, hydrogen 

i n  the  11 western s ta tes  through a  process o f  amending and 

r e v i s i n g  e x i s t i n g  plans o r  otherwise, according t o  

1 egi s l  a t i  on. 

some o f  t h e  th ings  t h a t  a re  impor tan t  t o  

consider,  as we s t a r t  o f f  on our i n i t i a l  scoping, a re  some 

o f  t he  b e n e f i t s  o f  having these -- t h i s  t ype  o f  designat ion 

on federa l  p roper ty .  Cer ta i  n l  y  stream1 i n i  ng and exped i t ing  

the  processing o f  energy- re lated permi ts  and p r o j e c t s ,  

p rov id ing  app l i can ts  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  r igh ts- o f- way w i t h i n  

designated c o r r i d o r s  w i t h  a  c lea r  se t  o f  ac t i ons  requi  red 

by each o f  t h e  agencies t o  implement p r o j e c t s  i n  designated 

co r r i do rs .  Th i s  i s  extremely important  i n  he1 p ing  reduce 

25 unnecessary paperwork, reducing d u p l i c a t i v e  assessment o f  
0 

generic envi ronment impacts by focusing f u r t h e r  impact 

assessment on s i  te- speci  f i  c,  on-the-ground envi ronmental 

s tudies t o  determi ne rou te  su i  t a b i  1 i t y  and appropr ia te  

m i t i g a t i o n .  I n  o ther  words, t he  agencies and t h e  personnel 

can spend t h e i  r t ime and energy f i  nd i  ng s i  te- spec i  f i  c  

so lu t i ons  t o  r e a l  problems, ra the r  than a  mass o f  needless 

paperwork, f o r  l a c k  o f  a  b e t t e r  term. 

Ensuring needed interagency coo rd ina t i on  as p a r t  

o f  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  process t o  make sure t h e  neighbor ing 

agencies a re  both working together  and both  towards common 

ob jec t i ves  and encouraging new and i nnova t i ve  technologies 

t o  increase c o r r i d o r  capaci ty .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  one t h a t  ' 

w e ' l l  need t o  g i v e  a  great  deal o f  thought t o ,  because 

these p a r t i c u l a r  c o r r i d o r s ,  as you know, many o f  them have 

been i n  ex is tence f o r  40 and 50 years, and i t ' s  expected 

t h a t  w e ' l l  have these th ings  w i t h  us f o r  a l ong  t ime.  v e t  
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t h e  technology i s  a l ready  changing, so we have t o  have some 

f l  ex i  b i  1  i t y  t o  every c o r r i d o r  design and designat ions. 

That 's  j u s t  a b i t  o f  background in fo rmat ion .  

we're here a t  a scoping meeting. Th i s  may be a l i t t l e  b i t  

d i f f e r e n t  than some o f  you might  be used t o .  we w i l l  be 

record ing  comments. we have a cou r t  repo r te r  here. ~ n d  

w e ' l l  ask each o f  t h e  speakers, as they come up, t o  

i d e n t i f y  themselves, s p e l l  t h e i  r name, i f  i t ' s  one t h a t  1 

c a n ' t  pronounce very  w e l l ,  which i s  many, and t e l l  us which 

6 

organi  z a t i  on you ' r e  w i  t h  . 
w e ' l l  go through -- i t  looks  l i k e  we have th ree  

people thus f a r  t h a t  have signed up, so w e ' l l  probably go 

10 minutes o r  so t o  hear from each o f  these th ree  people, 

then w e ' l l  probably take  a break and a t  t h a t  t ime we w i l l  

ask the  cou r t  repo r te r  t o  s top  record ing.  w e ' l l  ge t  up, 

m i l l  around a b i t  and have t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  speak w i t h  

agency people t h a t  a re  here i n  t h e  room today, and I would 

ask t h a t  those f o l k s  a t  t h e  BLM and Forest Service t o  stand 

up so t h a t  f o l k s  know who you a r e  and have an oppor tun i t y  

t o  chat w i t h  you du r ing  t h e  break session. okay. ~ t ' s  n o t  

requ i red  t h a t  you wear t a r g e t s ,  bu t  hope fu l l y  y o u ' l l  be 

ab le  t o  he lp  answer some quest ions,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  about t h e  

mechanics o f  need f o r  procedures and th ings  o f  t h a t  na ture .  

NOW, as you not iced,  t h e r e ' s  several ways t o  be 

invo lved i n  t h i s  scoping exerc ise .  The Not ice o f  I n t e n t  i n  

t h e  ~ e d e r a l  Register  was issued ~ovember -- excuse me, 

September 28th, and I b e l i e v e  w e ' l l  be going u n t i l  November 

28th, accept ing comments. And as i nd i ca ted  on the  cha r t  i n  

t he  back o f  t he  room, t h e r e  a r e  several ways t o  comment t o  
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2 1  t h e  group t h a t  wi 11 be prepar ing the  i n i t i a l  scoping f o r  

22 the  programmatic impact statement. There's a website, can 

23 use a f a x  machine, w r i t t e n  comments, verbal comments g iven 

24 here a t  t h e  meeting. 

2 5 one word o f  caut ion ,  i f  you do want t o  ma i l  

comments t o  t h e  Department o f  Energy i n  Washington, i t  may 

take a w h i l e  f o r  i t  t o  ge t  there .  ~ t ' s  no t  a comment on 

the  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  U.S. pos ta l  serv ice ;  however, a l l  t h e  

mai l  t o  t he  fede ra l  agencies are  asked t o  go through a very  

r igorous screening process t h a t  usua l l y  destroys most o f  

t he  mai l  and makes sure no th ing  bad happens, a l s o  no th ing  

good happens, e i t h e r .  ~ u t  i t  may work best t o  f a x  a 

comment i f  you a re  n o t  -- a re  no t  wanting t o  use a website, 

o r  i f  you have a document -- a v ideo o r  something o f  t h a t  

nature you want t o  send, one o f  t he  express companies can 

get  t h a t  t o  them f a i r l y  q u i c k l y  and e f f i c i e n t l y .  

we've asked t h a t  f o l k s  c o r r a l  t h e i r  pagers and 

telephones and t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  nature.  1 remembered t h i s  

t ime t o  t u r n  mine o f f ,  which I don ' t  usua l l y  do. so t h a t  

helps on t h e  buzzing and t h e  r i ng ings  and th ings .  

okay. ~ ' d  ask our f i r s t  speaker t o  come up. 

~ t ' s  ~ o b  H u ~ ~ ~ s s  f rom t h e  energy and telecom adv iser  t o  t h e  

governor 's o f f i c e .  

MR. HURLESS: Thank you, M r .  cunningham. 

My name i s  Rob Hurless, H-U-R-L-E-S-S, and I am 

energy and t e l  ecommuni c a t i o n  po l  i cy advi ser t o  Governor 

F i  r s t  o f  a1 1 , we1 come t o  wyomi ng . 
MR. CUNNINGHAM: Thank you. 

MR. HURLESS: we appreciate you coming here 
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and pursuing t h i s  process o f  ga ther ing  comments on these 

impor tan t  issues and t a k i n g  t h e  t ime  t o  l i s t e n  t o  f o l k s  

here. we t h i n k  t h a t  w i l l  be impor tan t .  I ' m  going t o  g i v e  

a few b r i e f  comments from t h e  -- k i n d  o f  t h e  30,000-foot 

1 eve1 , i f  you w i l l ,  and we may f i l e  w r i t t e n  comments l a t e r  

as t h e  process develops. 

AS you might expect, we be l i eve  the  west i s  

speci a1 . And i t ' s  speci a1 n o t  o n l y  because we 1 i v e  here, 

b u t  because i t  has a t t r i b u t e s  t h a t  make i t  a l i t t l e  

d i f f e r e n t  than o ther  p a r t s  o f  t h e  country .  I f  you l ook  a t  

t h e  amount o f  federa l  land i n  t h e  west and t h a t  percentage 

as a percent ,  pardon me, o f  l a n d  area o f  t he  western 

s ta tes ,  i t ' s  very h igh  w i t h  ~ e v a d a ,  I t h i n k ,  ranked number 

one w i t h  n e a r l y  88 percent f ede ra l  1 y owned land.  wyomi ng, 

a t  50 percent ,  i s  r e a l l y  number 7 among t h e  western s ta tes ,  

so you can see t h a t  federa l  lands a re  a b i g  issue,  as you 

w e l l  know, i n  t he  west. 

And t o  t h a t  p o i n t ,  i t  would be very  hard, I 

t h i n k ,  t o  s i t e  any k ind  o f  energy c o r r i d o r ,  be i t  e l e c t r i c  

t ransmiss ion,  na tura l  gas c o r r i d o r s  w i thou t  i n v o l v i n g  

fede ra l  l a n d  t o  some degree. so t h a t ' s  one o f  the reasons 

why we t h i n k  t h i s  i s  an impor tan t  process. 

what we a l so  f i n d  i s  t h a t  t h e  na t iona l  i n t e r e s t  

o f ten t imes does match up w i t h  reg iona l  i n t e r e s t s .  we have 

t h a t  -- t h e  a t t r i b u t e  i n  t h e  west o f  l a r g e  populat ion 

9 

1 center  separated by vast  d is tances,  and t h a t  leads t o  some 

2 unique problems and chal lenges i n  t h e  west, which t h i s  
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e f f o r t  has a p o t e n t i a l  o f  addressing i n  a very successful  

manner, I bel ieve .  ~ u t  t h e  phys ica l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h a t  

separat ion, as w e l l  as t h e  federa l  ownership, r e a l l y  do 

make t h i s  a b i t  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  p lace.  

I ' m  here t o  a l s o  o f f e r  from the  governor 's o f f i c e  

t h a t  we f u l l y  i n t e n d  t o  cooperate i n  t h i s  process and o f f e r  

our assistance, i n  whatever form t h a t  may take, t o  he lp  

move the  b a l l  down t h e  f i e l d ,  i f  you w i l l  , because t h e  

nature o f  our economy, as a commodity s ta te ,  we have vas t  

resources, energy resources, i n  t h i s  s t a t e  t h a t  we want t o  

ge t  t o  markets, t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  na t ion .  And 

c o r r i d o r s  are, obv ious ly ,  t h e  key p a r t  o f  t h a t ,  be i t  a 

t ransmiss ion l i n e ,  which 1'11 reference i n  a moment, 

t h a t ' s  -- t h a t  i s  contemplated from wyomi ng t o  c a l  i f o r n i  a 

through both u tah  and Nevada, o r  na tura l  gas t ransmiss ion 

l i n e s ,  the  most recent  o f  which w i l l  s t a r t  i n  wyoming and 

terminate -- t h e  most r e c e n t l y  announced, pardon me, s t a r t  

i n  Wyoming and te rminate  i n  Kansas f o r  t he  f i r s t  phase. 

so energy t ransmiss ion co r r i do rs  are  1 i f e  b lood 

t o  the  economy o f  t h i s  s t a t e ,  and w i l l  be the  l i f e  b lood 

f o r  a long t ime, and t h a t ' s  why we have p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  

i n  t he  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  o u t l i n e d  here. we have a 

number, because o f  those c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  o f  mature 

10 

1 organizat ions i n  t h e  west, 1 t h i n k ,  t h a t  can c o n t r i b u t e  t o  

2 t h i  s process, i n c l  ud i  ng t h e  western ~l e c t r i  c Coordi n a t i  ng 

3 counc i l ,  which I ' m  sure you ' re  f a m i l i a r  w i th ,  t h a t  takes a 

4 very broad view o f  t h e  e l e c t r i c  g r i d  i n  t he  west. And many 

5 coord ina t ing  e f f o r t s  and a c t i v i t i e s  are  worked through t h a t  

6 organ iza t ion  t o  the  b e n e f i t ,  1 t h i n k ,  o f  a l l  t h e  s ta tes  i n  

7 the  west. 
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we a l s o  have seen the  r e s u l t s  o f  an open and 

c o l l a b o r a t i v e  process e n t i t l e d  the  Rocky Mountain Area 

Transmission study,  which was undertaken, I guess, about 

t h ree  years ago now. ~ n d  l ook ing  a t  t he  e l e c t r i c  

t ransmiss ion c o n s t r a i n t s  i n  wyoming and surrounding s ta tes  

t h a t  revealed, as might  be expected, t h a t  t h e r e  i s  g rea t  

b e n e f i t  t o  consumers i n  t he  west o f  i nc reas ing  t ransmiss ion 

capaci ty ,  e l  e c t r i  c  transmi ss ion capaci ty  , through -- t o  

markets and a l s o  t o  s t rengthening the  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t he  

e l e c t r i c  g r i d  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  the  wor ld.  

That was, I t h i n k ,  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  good example o f  

a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  process where people -- a l l  t h e  

stakeholders were i n v i t e d  t o  be there.  ' ~ t  was based on 

science and had some very s i g n i f i c a n t  outcomes i n  terms o f  

t he  consumer b e n e f i t s  f o r  inc reas ing  transmi ss ion.  The 

F r o n t i e r  l i n e ,  which I mentioned a  moment ago, s t a r t e d  l i f e  

r e a l l y  w i t h  Governor Levi tt a t  t he  t ime,  governor o f  utah, 

and Governor ~ r e u d e n t h a l ,  which was an agreement t o  explore 

11 

transmiss ion c o n s t r a i n t s  t h a t  l e d  t o  RMATS, t h e  c rea t i on  o f  

RMATS. From RMATS sprang the  no t i on  o f  t h e  F r o n t i e r  l i n e .  

we now have a  MOU between the  four governors o f  wyoming, 

utah, Nevada and C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  purpose o f  

exp lo r i ng  and u l  t i mate1 y  c rea t i ng  t h e  F r o n t i e r  1  i ne, what's 

been c a l l e d  t h e  F r o n t i e r  1  i ne, which w i l l  -- envis ions 

movi ng e l  e c t r i  c  energy, both coal -f i  red and renewabl es i n 

the  form o f  wind, from the  supply s ta tes ,  being Wyoming, t o  

some degree utah,  Nevada would probably be both a  consumer 

and supp l i e r ,  t o  t h e  load centers i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  That, as 

you might expect,  i s  a  very complex process, bu t  i t  has the  
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wonderful a t t r i b u t e  o f  k ind  o f  making common sense. 

~ o e s n ' t  mean i t ' s  going t o  be any eas ier  t o  construct ,  bu t  

i t  does mean t h a t  -- k ind  o f  on t h e  surface i t  does seem t o  

make sense and t h a t  we should go forward w i t h  t h a t .  

The other  t h i n g  t h a t  I want t o  pass on and get  on 

t h e  record i s  t h a t  wyoming has done a  good job, i n  my 

judgment, o f  p u t t i n g  t h e i r  money where t h e i r  mouth i s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  as i t  r e l a t e s  t o  energy co r r i do rs .  I n  t h i s  

s t a t e  we have both the  Wyoming Natural Gas P ipe l ine  

~ u t h o r i t y  and t h e  Wyoming I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  Author i ty .    hose 

a re  two unique organizat ions t h a t  have t h e  mission o f  

developing e l e c t r i c  o r  -- pardon me, energy transmission. 

Energy, i n  the  form o f  na tu ra l  gas and natura l  gas l i q u i d s  

and o i l  i n  t h e  context o f  t h e  p i p e l i n e  a u t h o r i t y  and 

12 

e l e c t r i c  transmission i n  t h e  context  o f  t he  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  

a u t h o r i t y  . 
~ o t h  o f  those organizat ions,  i n  add i t i on  t o  

having t h e i r  own boards and opera t ing  budgets, have bonding 

a u t h o r i t y  o f  a  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  so through the  l e g i s l a t u r e  

and t h e  governor's leadership,  through t ime, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  

a  mani fes ta t ion  o f  our recogn i t i on  o f  t h e  importance o f  

moving energy out  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  t o  markets. 

And we a lso  recognize when we don ' t  have 

s u f f i  c i  ent  capaci ty  on those energy co r r i do rs ,  t he  economi c  

impact o f  t h i s  s ta te ,  we see t h a t  i n  -- a  couple o f  recent 

examples may b r i n g  t h a t  p o i n t  home. ~ o s t  recent ly ,  s lack  

 ills Power had the  permi ts  and a b i l i t y ,  f inancing,  t o  

b u i l d  a  350-megawatt power p l a n t  w i t h  s ta te- of- the- ar t  coal 

combustion technology up i n  t h e  Powder ~ i v e r  Basin. ~ f t e r  

extensive market analys is ,  t h a t  p l a n t  was scaled back t o  90 
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megawatts, and p a r t  o f  t he  reason, no t  a l l  t h e  reason, bu t  

p a r t  o f  t h e  reason f o r  t h a t  was 90 megawatts was t h e  amount 

o f  power t h a t  they  could consume l o c a l l y  w i t h i n  wyoming. 

That meant t h a t  i n  t h e  range o f  250 megawatts cou ld  no t  be 

moved, was n o t  developed, a t  l e a s t  now, and t h e  c o n s t r a i n t  

was transmi s s i  on. 

Th i s  i s  a t  a  t ime when -- when you see power 

p r i ces  i n  o the r  markets t h a t  suggests t h a t  t h a t  250 

megawatts would have found a  ready market had t ransmiss ion 

1 3  

been avai 1  ab l  e  . 
on t h e  na tu ra l  gas s ide o f  t h e  ledger ,  we see a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i  f f e r e n t i  a1 between p r i ces  -- na tu ra l  gas 

p r i c e s  a t  opal ,  which i s  a  l a r g e  market ing hub i n  t h e  

southwestern p a r t  o f  t he  s ta te ,  and Henry hub f o r  

C a l i f o r n i a  o rder  -- border o r  o ther  market po in t s ,  some o f  

t h a t ,  o f  course, i s  made up of actual  t ransmiss ion --  o r  I 

mean t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  costs,  which are c e r t a i n l y  1 eg i  t imate ,  

bu t  t he re ' s  a  good p a r t  o f  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a l  probably i n  

t he  range r i g h t  now o f  a  d o l l a r  and a  h a l f  a t  MCF.   hat 

doesn't  accrue t o  e i t h e r  t h e  producers o r  v i a  taxes t o  the  

s t a t e  o f  wyoming. Those are s i g n i f i c a n t  d o l l a r s  and those 

are  important  t o  both the  producers and t h e  s t a t e  o f  

wyoming, and so t h e r e  are  on-the-ground, r e a l  wor ld  

examples t h a t  you can p o i n t  t o  and a t tach  hard d o l l a r s  t o  

l ook  a t  t h e  cos t  o f  no t  having the  k inds o f  energy 

cor r i  dors t h a t  woul d  make good sense. 

And w i t h  t h a t ,  I w i l l  wrap up and again o f f e r  t he  

governor 's he1 p  --  governor 's o f f i c e  he lp  i n  moving 

forward. Thank you very  much. 
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MR. CUNNINGHAM: Thank you. 

IS t h i s  working? 

MR. PELL: I t ' s  g o t  a s l i d e  swi tch on t h e  

MR. CUNNINGHAM: S l i d e  swi tch  on the  

bottom. 

okay. Thank you very much, Rob. 

our  next  speaker coming up i s  steve waddington 

from t h e  wyorning I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  ~ u t h o r i t y .  

MR. WADDINGTON: Steve waddington, I ' m  t he  

execut ive  d i r e c t o r  w i t h  the  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  ~ u t h o r i t y  here 

i n  Cheyenne. And as Rob mentioned, t h e  p i p e l i n e  A u t h o r i t y  

and t h e  ~ n f r a s t r u c t u r e  Au tho r i t y  a re  s i s t e r  agencies 

created by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and funded by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  

b r i n g  a focus t o  t h i s  important i ssue  o f  energy co r r i do rs .  

~ ' d  l i k e  t o  echo ~ o b ' s  comments, i t ' s  great  t o  

see you ou t  here i n  Cheyenne. I t h i n k  one o f  t he  reasons 

t h i s  i s  so w e l l  attended i s  i t ' s  r e a l l y  w ide l y  recognized 

how v i t a l  t o  t he  economy o f  Wyoming i t  i s  t o  have adequate 

c a r r y i n g  capac i ty  t o  move our low-cost  resources t o  market. 

My focus i s  on e l e c t r i c i t y  and my comments w i l l  

be very  b r i e f .  I was heartened when I looked a t  your map 

t o  see t h a t  you've picked up t h e  RMATS' recommendations. 

Rob mentioned the  Rocky Mountain Area ~ r a n s m i s s i o n  Study 

t h a t  was done a couple years ago, and i t  r e a l l y  i s  t he  

b l u e p r i n t  t h a t  we' r e  working from i n  terms o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  

on t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y  s ide where the  most promising co r r i do rs  

a re  f o r  g e t t i n g  e l e c t r i c  generat ion incremental 1 y developed 

i n  wyorning, w i t h  the  power moving t o  approximate load 

centers,  which i s  Denver and s a l t  ~ a k e  and B O ~ S ~ ,  and then 
Page 12  



102705 scoping a f te rnoon . t x t  

u l t i m a t e l y  t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  So I t h i n k  the  p lace f o r  you t o  

s t a r t ,  as you ' r e  i d e n t i f y i n g  co r r i do rs ,  are t h e  c o r r i d o r s  

people are  a c t u a l l y  working on t r y i n g  t o  develop, and i n  

wyoming's perspect ive we're s t a r t i n g  w i t h  RMATS, we're 

working on the  F r o n t i e r  l i n e  Rob mentioned. And the  o the r  

one I add, which i s  new one, Arizona pub l i c  Service 

announced two 500 KB c o r r i d o r s  through ~ r i Z 0 n a  through -- 

up t o  Wyoming. so t h a t ' s  where I suggest you s t a r t .  

And your EIs a l t e r n a t i v e s  looks l i k e  t h e  r i g h t  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  way t o  embrace t h e  range o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  bu t  

hope fu l l y  y o u ' l l  ge t  t o  a  f l e x i b l e  p lan  t h a t  de f ines  

c o r r i d o r s  based on what peopl e  a re  r e a l l y  working on t r y i n g  

t o  develop and leave open t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  f u t u r e  

c o r r i d o r s  as the  economy cont inues t o  grow. And w e ' l l  be 

here happy t o  he lp  any way -- i n  any way we can, so keep i n  

touch. Thanks. 

MR. CUNNINGHAM: Thank you very  much. 

Our next  person who was asked t o  o f f e r  comments 

i s  Je r r y  v a n i n e t t i  , Transelec. And y o u ' l l  have t o  

pronounce your name and s p e l l  i t ,  I ' m  sure. 

MR. V A N I N E n - I :  Thank you. You were p r e t t y  

close. MY name i s  J e r r y  v a n i n e t t i ,  V-A-N-I-N-E-T-T-I, and 

I ' m  w i t h  Transelec. Transelec i s  an independent 

transmission development company. I t ' s  been i n  ex is tence 

about f i v e  years and i t ' s  one o f  a  handful o f  companies 

16 

1 t h a t  has the  v i s i o n  we do t o  develop independent 

2  transmission t o  jump i n t o  places where the  u t i l i t y  
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stakeholders, f o r  whatever reason, haven't  been ab le  t o  

develop t ransmi s s i  on. 

~ o s t  r e c e n t l y  we've, i n  a  pa r tne rsh ip  w i t h  

Western Area Power Admi n i  s t r a t i  on, developed t h e  Path 1 5  

l i nkage  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  I t  was a  $320- mi l l ion  p r o j e c t  t h a t  

we brought i n  a t  $250 m i l l i o n  t o  increase t h e  power f lows 

from nor thern  c a l  i f o r n i  a  i n t o  southern c a l  i f o r n i  a  t o  

a1 l e v i a t e  a  small p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  -- t h e i  r energy 

imbalance i ssues o u t  there .  

our  company i s  about a  b i l l i o n - d o l l a r  asset 

company and we a re  developing -- o r  at tempt ing t o  develop a  

number o f  p r o j e c t s  throughout the  country. The m a j o r i t y  o f  

t he  p r o j e c t s  we're l ook ing  a t  happened t o  be i n  t h e  west. 

There's a  major supply and demand imbalance i n  t h e  west, 

and t ransmiss ion seems t o  be the  so lu t i on .  The Wyoming 

I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  A u t h o r i t y  has stepped up t o  c rea te  t h e  

oppor tun i ty  t o  expor t  Wyoming's abundant coal  and wind 

resources t o  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  s ta tes .  steve waddington has 

touched on them, as has Rob ~ u r l e s s .  

There a re  a  number o f  p ro jec ts  i n v o l v i n g  Wyoming, 

there  a re  a  number o f  o ther  p ro jec ts  throughout t h e  western 

un i ted  s ta tes  t h a t  would a l so  requi r e  t ransmiss ion and I 

t h i n k  r i g h t  now we' r e  l ook ing  a t  20 d i f f e r e n t  p r o j e c t s .  

17 

~ e c e n t l y  we announced a  par tnersh ip  between 

ourselves, wyoming I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  Au tho r i t y ,  as w e l l  as 

Western Area Power Admin is t ra t ion ,  t h a t  would i n v o l v e  

expanding the  t ransmiss ion r i g h t  through t h e  Cheyenne area. 

I t ' s  t he  Tote 3 expansion, so there  are  a  number o f  

oppor tun i t i es  ou t  here. The t h i n g  t h a t  slows down t h e  

development o f  these p r o j e c t s  i s  having t o  go through the  
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cumbersome process o f  g e t t i n g  a l l  t h e  approvals and permi ts  

and we'd l i k e  t o  commend DOE, t h e  Forest  Service and the  

BLM f o r  being proac t ive .  I understand t h a t  p r o a c t i v i t y  i s  

maybe a  f u n c t i o n  o f  some fede ra l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  bu t  we're 

happy nonetheless. I t  would s i m p l i f y  t h e  process f o r  us i f  

some o f  these co r r i do rs  could be i d e n t i f i e d  e a r l y  i n  t he  

game r a t h e r  than r e t r o a c t i v e l y .  SO we r e a l l y  commend you 

f o r  t h a t .  

I l i v e  i n  Denver. I ' v e  been i n  t h e  energy 

i n d u s t r y  my 30-some-year career .    he l a s t  f i v e  years 

be fore  j o i n i n g  Transelec, I was developing coal and wind 

p r o j e c t s  i n  Montana, as w e l l  as ~ o r t h  Dakota, and the  

problem we had there  i n  developing those low cost  and c lean 

p r o j e c t s  was g e t t i n g  t ransmiss ion b u i l t  and t h a t  came down 

t o  l a r g e l y  BLM access issues. And again, i f  co r r i do rs  

cou ld  have been establ ished beforehand, our task  would have 

24 been simp1 i f i e d  and maybe ~ ' d  be up the re  developing a  

25 p r o j e c t  ra the r  than working f o r  ~ r a n s e l e c ,  he lp ing  o ther  
0 

18 

people develop p ro jec ts ,  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  a  number o f  very 

v i a b l e  p r o j e c t s  throughout t h e  ~ o c k y  Mountain s ta tes ,  a t  

t h e  very  l e a s t ,  i n v o l v i n g  coal and wind, a  l o t  o f  advanced 

c l  ean coal  techno1 ogy i nvol ved . 
we've got  p r i c e  imbalances i n  t he  load centers. 

I 1 i v e  i n  Denver. MY e l e c t r i c a l  ra tes  have doubled i n  t h e  

l a s t  year.  I t h i n k  you see t h a t  same s t o r y  throughout t h e  

country ,  o r  c e r t a i n l y  t he  west. ~ n d  we've got a l l  t h i s  low 

cos t  and clean energy b o t t l e d  up i n  places 1  i ke wyomi ng 

t h a t  needs t o  get  t o  t he  load centers,  so your work helps 

ge t  us i n  pos i t i on .  so I have a  handfu l  o f  quest ions f o r  

Page 1 5  



102705 scoping a f te rnoon . t x t  
you, and I guess t h i s  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  a quest ion and answer 

session a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  bu t  as you proceed on the  study, I 

would ask t h a t  you make sure t h a t  these co r r i do rs  are wide 

enough t o  accommodate mu1 ti p l  e .transmi ssion 1 i nes. ~ u s t  

because the  transmission l i n e  might take 100 o r  150 f e e t  o f  

r ight- of-way doesn't  mean i t  should -- your t ransmission 

1 ines  should be conf ined t o  a s i n g l e  r ight-of-way. 

The F ron t ie r  l i n e  would i nvo lve  6,000 megawatts 

o f  coal ,  6,000 megawatts o f  wind, Tote 3 might be 750 

megawatts o f  coal and wind. I n  some cases t h a t ' s  going t o  

requi r e  more than one transmi ss ion l i n e .  so a c o r r i d o r ,  I 

don ' t  know what w id th  you ' re  l ook ing  a t ,  but  take a n i c e  

wide swath. 

One o f  t h e  areas t h a t  are o f  concern i s  t h a t  BLM 

19 

and Forest Service has lands i n  c e r t a i n  areas, and some 

areas those -- those swaths o r  those land pat te rns  come up 

against  t r i b a l  lands, they come up against s t a t e  l and  and 

c e r t a i n l y  p r i v a t e  1 ands. ~ n d ,  you know, there 's  r a i  1 road 

t racks  and highways and those k inds o f  th ings  as w e l l ,  and, 

you know, I would advocate t h a t  you look  a t  t he  th ings  t h a t  

cont inue outs ide o f  your j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  across t r i b a l  lands,  

i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  where c o r r i d o r s  could be approved, across 

federal  lands as w e l l  as i n t o  some o f  t he  ad jo in ing  

stakeholder 1 ands . 
I guess t h a t  complicates your tasks where you ' re  

look ing a t  a c o r r i d o r  t h a t  comes up t o  a b r i c k  w a l l  where 

you don ' t  know what goes on on t h e  other  side, bu t  

obviously a l o t  o f  coord inat ion  i s  going t o  be required.  

I would want t o  c lose by saying t h a t  we're here 

t o  support you. we w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be f i l i n g  comments and 
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we w i l l  be an a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t  throughout t h e  process and 

we'd l i k e  t o  share t h e  th ings  t h a t  we've learned over t he  

l a s t  f i v e  years i n  t r y i n g  t o  develop t ransmiss ion up t o  

your b e n e f i t  and t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  study t h a t ' s  released. 

 hank you. 

YOU had a question? 

MR. PELL: ~ o t  r e a l l y  a quest ion,  bu t  a 

request. ~f you would be i n  a p o s i t i o n  i f  you see y o u r s e l f  

c l ea r  a t  some p o i n t  t o  pu t  i n t o  the  w r i t t e n  record a 

20 

r a t i o n a l e  f o r  p r e c i s e l y  what c o r r i d o r  w id th  should e n t a i l ,  

per imeters should be considered, I t h i n k  t h a t  would he lp  us 

enormously w i t h  t h a t  k i n d  o f  i n p u t .  

MR. VANINETTI: okay. 

MR. PELL: That 's  exac t l y  t h e  k i n d  o f  

i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  would be b e n e f i c i a l  t o  us i n  t h e  

prepara t ion  o f  our 1 umi nary EIS. 

MR. VANINETTI: 1'11 make sure I address 

t h a t .  

MR. CUNNINGHAM: Thank you, Je r r y .  

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we've had anyone e l s e  submit a note 

thus f a r  t h a t  they wanted t o  g i ve  a statement. DO we have 

anyone i n  t h e  audience t h a t  would l i k e  t o  come forward and 

o f f e r  t h e  statement f o r  the  record? 

what we -- what we have done i n  our  o ther  

meetings i s  t ake  a l i t t l e  co f fee  break a t  t h i s  t ime.  

MR. PELL: Before we do t h a t ,  I want t o  

make -- 

MR. CUNNINGHAM: Okay. J e r r y  Pel1 would 

l i k e  t o  make a comment. 
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MR. PELL: Just  one t h i n g .  I want t o  

22 acknowledge V e r n e l l i a  Johnson o f  t h e  Department o f  Energy. 

2 3 v e r n e l l i a ,  i f  you would be k i n d  enough t o  stand 

24 and be recognized. 

2 5 I want t o  thank v e r n e l l i a  p u b l i c l y  f o r  the  e f f o r t  
0 

2 1 

1 she has made over a per iod  o f  weeks, days, n igh ts ,  months, 

2 worki  ng ass i  duousl y t o  maki ng sure t h e  scopi ng meeti ngs 

3 happen. And i t  looks easy, because I assure you the  harder 

4 i t  i s ,  t h e  easier  i t  looks.  

SO thank you, v e r n e l l i a .  

MS. JOHNSON: Thank you. 

MR. CUNNINGHAM: okay. I f  t h e r e ' s  no one 

8 t h a t  wants t o  come forward r i g h t  now, what w e ' l l  do i s  take 

9 about a 1 5 -  o r  20-minute break, and each o f  us w i l l  be 

10 a v a i l a b l e  t o  t a l k  t o  you one-on-one, answer any quest ions, 

11 and m i l l  about and w e ' l l  regroup and go back on the  record 

12 f o r  a pe r iod  o f  t ime t o  see i f  some f o l k s  may want t o  o f f e r  

13 some comments t o  the  record. so from t h i s  p o i n t  on, about 

14 20 til l, w e ' l l  take about a 20-minute break and come back 

1 5  a t  3:OO. 

(pub1 i c scopi ng meeting proceedi ngs 

recessed 2:42 p.m. t o  3:05 p.m.) 

MR. CUNNINGHAM: okay. I f  you f o l k s  would 

19 take  your seats, w e ' l l  ge t  s t a r t e d  again. Okay. I t ' s  3:00 

20 and we're going t o  go b a c k o n  o f f i c i a l  t ime, i f  you w i l l .  

2 1 I don' t  know what t he  f o l k s  a re  doing out  on the  

22 f r o n t  desk, bu t  they must be f r i g h t e n i n g  people, keeping 

23 them from volunteer ing t o  o f f e r  comments, bu t  we haven't  

24 had anyone i n  the  l a s t  h a l f  hour f i l l  ou t  a card and 

25 request t o  address the  group o r  o f f e r  some comments. NOW'S 
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an oppor tun i ty ,  i f  you'd l i k e  t o ,  j u s t  t o  come on up and 

k i n d  o f  l e t  your thoughts be known. 

O f  course, i t ' s  no t  necessary t o  o f f e r  comments 

l i k e  t h i s ,  you can w r i t e  them down on a card, fax  them, 

j u s t  remember i f  you mai l  them, i t  may be the  next 

mi l lennium before the  Department o f  Energy gets them and 

opens them up. I would encourage you, i f  you'd l i k e  t o  

come forward, o f f e r  some comments, w e ' l l  keep the  repor te r  

here and the  procession open f o r  a few minutes, see i f  

anyone chooses t o  do t h a t .  

we1 1, i t ' s  probably appropr iate t o  t e l l  s t o r i e s ,  

then. My fami l y ' s  from t h e  South, Tennessee and Georgia, 

and you can see why I d i d n ' t  choose t o  be a preacher, 

because I would have f a i l e d .  ~ o b o d y  t o  come forward and 

t e s t i f y ,  would have never worked. 

I mention t h a t  t h e  d r a f t  -- our pro jected date 

f o r  t h e  d r a f t  impact statement i s  spr ing  o f  '06, and 

c e r t a i n l y  f o l k s  have an oppor tun i t y  t o  comment. The 

purpose o f  a d r a f t ,  o f  course, i s  t o  make c r i t i c a l  comment 

regarding what's being proposed as a l te rna t i ves  and what 's 

being pro jec ted as environmental consequences. we're 

b o l d l y  s t a t i n g  t h a t ' s  the  p ro jec ted  date. I t h i n k  t h e  team 

i s  going t o  be working on it, as -- they ' re  nodding t h e i  r 

head t h a t ,  yeah, sure they can do i t .  

~ 0 n ' t  be shocked i f  i t  s l i p s  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  t h i s  

2 3 

1 i s  a t e r r i b l y  ambitious p r o j e c t ,  as you can we l l  recognize, 

2 so a l o t  o f  t e r r i t o r y  t o  cover. 
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DO we have anyone t h a t  would l i k e  t o  o f f e r  a 

comment o r  two? okay. we can take another 20-minute break 

u n t i l  someone -- t h e  b a r ' s  no t  open, I d o n ' t  be l i eve ,  so I 

don ' t  t h i n k  anyone w i l l  get  more courage, b u t  w e ' l l  w a i t  

u n t i l  about 3:20 and open the  session again and w e ' l l  j u s t  

k i nd  o f  c lose  i t  down here f o r  a few minutes and do what we 

were doing before .  

(pub1 i c scopi ng meeti ng proceedings 

recessed 3:10 p.m. t o  3:31 p.m.) 

MR. CUNNINGHAM : okay. F O ~  ks we ' r e  g0i  ng 

t o  open up t h e  meeting here f o r  a few minutes. I j u s t  

received an up- to- the-minute repo r t  from John ou t  i n  t h e  

h a l l  and he says he hasn ' t  got  any v i a b l e  vo lun teers  t o  

o f f e r  comments, so I d i d n ' t  i n q u i r e  any f u r t h e r  regarding 

the  v i a b i l i t y  standard he was es tab l i sh ing  f o r  speakers, 

but  we are  on t h e  record now and i t  i s  an oppor tun i t y  f o r  

anyone t h a t  wishes t o  come up and o f f e r  comments regarding 

scopi ng . 
AS we mentioned before, t he re  a re  several  

d i f f e r e n t  ways t o  communicate t o  t h e  group t h a t  w i l l  be 

preparing t h e  impact statement, and I encourage you t o  use 

one o r  more o f  those means. BY way o f  i n fo rma t ion ,  t h i s  i s  

our t h i  r d  meeting -- f o u r t h  meeting, excuse me, f i f t h  going 

24 

1 on r i g h t  now, and we've received some very  good comments 

2 and some f o l k s  have obviously  pu t  some r e a l  thoughts and 

3 i t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  w e l l  appreciated, t he  work t h a t ' s  done so 

4 f a r .  

5 what I propose t o  do i s  c lose t h e  record-keeping 

6 p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s .  we w i  11 remain here u n t i  1 5 :00, and, then 

7 a t  7:00 again t h i s  evening we w i l l  open t h e  meeting up and 
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have another session f o r  those t h a t  may n o t  have been ab le  

t o  a t tend  i n  t h e  afternoon. so does anybody want t o  make a  

comment be fore  we go o f f  t he  record? 

Okay. very  good.   hank you very  much. 

(pub1 i c scopi ng meeting proceedi ngs 

recessed 3:33 p.m. t o  4:30 p.m.) 

MR. MOLVAR: I ' m  E r i k  Molvar, E- R- I- K 

M-0-L-V-A-R, w i t h  s i o d i v e r s i  t y  Conservation A l l i a n c e  i n  

~ a r a m i e .  And I ' d  l i k e  t o  open by saying t h a t  -- t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  p i p e l i n e  co r r i do rs ,  t h a t  we'd l i k e  t o  see 

the  DOE p u t t i  ng t h e  p i  pel  i nes along e x i  s t i  ng p i  pe l  i ne 

c o r r i d o r s  t h a t  a re  a l ready there  and t h e r e  a re  a  number o f  

them throughout t he  s t a t e  t h a t  would seem t o  get  you from 

the  areas o f  gas product ion t o  the  areas o f  t he  important  

hubs o f  t ransmiss ion,  t he  opal hub and t h e  Cheyenne hub. 

~ 0 n ' t  see any need t o  f u r t h e r  fragment t h e  

h a b i t a t  by p u t t i  ng p i  pel  i nes along p r i  s t i  ne areas, bu t  

would l i k e  t o  see the  p ipe l i nes  t h a t  go i n ,  go i n  along 

2 5 

e x i s t i n g  c o r r i d o r s .  There are some issues where t h e  

i n d u s t r y  would l i k e  t o  have more capac i ty  f o r  p ipe l i nes ,  

bu t  t h e r e ' s  no reason t o  have more d i f f e r e n t  rou t ings  going 

i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i  rec t i ons ,  necessar i l y ,  t o  achieve t h a t .  

~ t ' s  much b e t t e r  t o  bundle these p i p e l i n e s  i n  t he  same 

co r r i do rs .  And a l so  i n  co r r i do rs  t h a t  a re  a l so  o ther  k inds 

o f  t r a v e l  c o r r i d o r s ,  such as highway c o r r i d o r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  I n t e r s t a t e  80 i n  t he  Red Desert,  which i s  i n  

the  south c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  the  s ta te ,  t h a t ' s  an area o f  

paramount conservat ion concern, so the re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  we'd 

l i k e  t o  see t h e  p ipe l i nes  go along highways and 
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i n t e r s t a t e s .  

There i s  an e x i s t i n g  p i p e l i n e  c o r r i d o r  t h a t  goes 

between the  Pion 's    as in i n  Colorado and wamsutter, t h e r e ' s  

a -- Entrega i s  b u i l d i n g  a l i n e  t h a t  i s  going on t o p  o f  an 

e x i s t i n g  l i n e ,  and so i s  E l  Paso, I be l ieve .  we d o n ' t  

agree t h a t ' s  a good s i t i n g  f o r  these p ipe l i nes .  And they  

should have been b u i l t  a long Highway 789, which i s  f a r t h e r  

east,  t o  take advantage o f  t h e  area t h a t ' s  a l ready 

d is tu rbed along t h e  ~ u d d y  creek c o r r i d o r .  And f o r  f u t u r e  

p i p e l i n e  and power l i n e  use, we'd l i k e  t o  see t h a t  those go 

along t h e  highway i ns tead  o f  along the  k ind  o f  

cross-country p i  pe l  i ne c o r r i  dor t h a t  ' s been bui  1 t through 

t h e  canyons o f  sand creek, because the  canyons o f  sand 

creek are  o f  h igh  v i s u a l  resource value and o f ,  you know, 

2 6 

h igh  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  recreat ion ,  would n o t  1i ke 

t o  see those p i p e l i n e  c o r r i d o r s  go through t h a t  area. 

~ l s o ,  i n  terms o f  weeds, noxious weeds, we' re 

r e a l  1 y concerned about noxious weeds coming i n  a1 ong 

p i p e l i n e  co r r i do rs .  we recognize t h a t  -- t h a t  t h e  fede ra l  

agencies t y p i c a l  1y requi  r e  t h e  operators t o  d i  sconcede 

these areas w i t h  n a t i v e  seeds, bu t  nonetheless i t  seems 

t h a t  p i  pe l  i ne cor r i  dors are  heavy i nvasive noxi ous weed 

co lon i za t i on  areas i n  t h e  wake o f  cons t ruc t ion .  And as 

nea r l y  as we can t e l l ,  i t ' s  hard t o  t e l l  whether t h i s  i s  -- 

t h i s  i s  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  heavy equipment i s  b r i n g i n g  i n  

noxious weed seeds because i t ' s  no t  been washed and 

encrusted w i t h  mud t h a t  drops o f f  and forms a c o l o n i z a t i o n  

14 base, o r  i f  i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when you create -- when 

15 you s c a r i f y  the  l and  and c reate  a reset  o f  t he  succession 

16 t o  t he  most basic  bare d i r t  l e v e l ,  t h a t  t he  noxious weeds 
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j u s t  have a fundamental i n t r i n s i c  advantage over t h e  n a t i v e  

vegeta t ion  i n terms o f  co l  oni  z i  ng . 
some o f  the  species t h a t  we've seen, had major 

problems w i t h  Red Desert area Halogeton -- you know how t o  

s p e l l  t h a t  -- and cheat grass. ~ n d ,  o f  course, i n  t he  Red 

Desert we d o n ' t  have a huge cheat grass problem y e t ,  and we 

used t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  was simply t o o  h igh  i n  e leva t i on  and 

cheat grass d i d n ' t  t h r i v e  there,  bu t  r e c e n t l y  a long some 

25 highway c o r r i d o r s  we have been seeing t h a t  cheat grass 
0 

2 7 

i nvas ion  i s  occur r ing ,  and we're very  concerned, because 

the  sage grouse o r  sagebrush ecosystems t h a t  a re  found i n  

t h e  upper Green River  Va l ley  and the  Red Desert,  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  a re  some o f  t he  most outstanding sagebrush 

ecosystems remaining i n  t he  west, w i t h  f u l l  complement o f  

n a t i v e  sagebrush o b l i g a t e  types o f  w i l d l i f e .  

And ou t  i n  Nevada, where -- where they 've  had a 

l o t  o f  cheat grass invasion,  they 've  had a cyc le  o f  

overgraz ing and cheat grass invas ion  and f requent  w i l d  

f i r e s  t h a t  p r e t t y  much wiped out  sagebrush ecosystem i n  

l a r g e  p a r t s  o f  Nevada, and r e a l l y  degraded those ecosystems 

and threatened species l i k e  the  sage grouse, burrowing owl, 

some o f  t h e  o the r  ra re  na t i ve  w i l d l i f e  t h a t ' s  indigenous t o  

1 4  the  sagebrush step. And we don ' t  want t o  see t h a t  happen 

1 5  i n  Wyoming, so we don ' t  want t o  see p i p e l i n e s  becoming t h e  

16 beachhead f o r  cheat grass invas ion  o r  o the r  noxious weed 

17 i nvas ion  t h a t  spreads i n t o  surrounding undisturbed areas. 

18 ~n terms o f  overhead power t ransmiss ion l i n e s ,  

19 I ' v e  never met an overhead power t ransmiss ion l i n e  I l i k e d .  

20 we'd l i k e  t o  see t rans  -- e l e c t r i c i t y  t ransmiss ion go 
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2 1  underground. we would 1 i ke t o  see innovat ive  so lu t i ons  t o  

22 t h e  -- the  transmission problems w i t h  p u t t i n g  l i n e s  

23 underground so t h a t  we can, you know, make sure t h a t  

24 transmission l i n e s  go underground. The overhead power 

25 transmission l i n e s ,  you know, are  not  j u s t  a problem 
0 

2 8 

v i s u a l l y .  O f  course nobody l i k e s  t o  look  a t  them, because 

they are q u i t e  a v i s u a l  i n t r u s i o n ,  bu t  i t ' s  -- i t ' s  a l s o  a 

quest ion o f  -- o f  forming a foca l  p o i n t  f o r  rap to r  roos t i ng  

o r  rap tor  n e s t i  ng sometimes. 

The U.S. f i s h  & w i l d l i f e  Service has recommended 

t a l l  s t ruc tures  i n  order  o f  wind tu rb ines  and -- and power 

transmission towers not  be b u i l t  w i t h i n  f i v e  m i les  o f  a 

sage grouse l e k ,  because apparent ly  sage grouse 

behav iora l ly  tend t o  abandon t h e i r  l eks  i f  there  are  t a l l  

t h ings  around, whether t h a t ' s  a t r e e  o r  power l i n e .  

~ y p i c a l l y  i n  the  basin o f  wyoming you don' t  have t o o  much 

problems w i t h  t rees ,  bu t  power l i n e s  can be an issue and we 

want t o  make sure t h a t  t h e  E I S  looks a t  where a c t i v e  and 

h i s t o r i c  sage grouse l e k s  are  located and make sure t h a t  

we' r e  not  bui  1 d ing these overhead transmi ssion towers 

w i t h i n  f i v e  mi les o f  sage grouse leks .  

o f  course, the re  are  numerous proposed wi lderness 

areas scat tered throughout t h e  west, and wi lderness areas 

as we1 1 . Qua1 i t y  o f  t h e  wi lderness recreat iona l  experience 

i s  dependent upon having a p r i s t i n e  landscape t o  view, 

e i t h e r  -- you know, both wh i l e  you' re i n  i t ,  but  a l s o  t h e  

viewshed when you're l ook ing  ou t  from i t. And so you 

wouldn ' t  want t o  pu t  overhead power l i n e  transmissions i n  

o r  near a c i t i z e n ' s  proposed wi lderness o f  any k i n d  and you 

want t o  keep i t  we l l  ou t  o f  t h e  viewshed o f  spectacular 
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landscapes. There c e r t a i n l y  are some important  ones,   do be 

Town i n  t h e  Jack Morrow  ills area o f  Wyoming are 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  h igh value. Those are  r e a l l y  hot  but ton 

areas and you d e f i n i t e l y  wouldn't  want t o  pu t  power l i n e s  

anywhere near those areas. 

And, o f  course, i f  you bury t h e  power l i n e s ,  then 

you've a1 1 ev i  ated a l o t  o f  the  v i  sual i n t r u s i o n s  and a1 so 

t h e  impacts o f  sage grouse from my d i f f e r e n t  aspects. we'd 

ra ther  see those power l i n e s  be bur ied.  

YOU know, r e a l l y  t h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  what I had t o  

say. 

MR. CUNNINGHAM: Thank you very much. 

MR. MOLVAR: sure. 

MR. CUNNINGHAM: Very thought fu l  COI'nmentS, 

and I know i t ' s  tough sometimes t o  t r a v e l  a11 t h i s  way and 

every th i  ng . 
very good. okay. w e ' l l  go ahead -- I don ' t  

t h i n k  the re ' s  anyone else,  and w e ' l l  go ahead and close ou t  

the  session here a t  5:35 -- 4:35 p.m. 

(pub1 i c scopi ng meeting proceedings 

concluded 4:35 p.m., October 27, 2005.) 

C E R T I F I C A T E  
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